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EUSJA News

As we began a new year full of
promise for a more effective
and engaged EUSJA, we were
shocked and saddened by the

sudden deaths of the journalists, staff
and police guards at Charlie Hebdo.

Freedom of expres-
sion and security at
work became topical
issues in an unprece-
dented way. EUSJA
was founded to over-
come barriers. Our vi-
sion of collaboration
across borders is very
much needed.

On a happier
note, EUSJA’s year of
2015 will include high
profile events centred
on three cities: Stock-

holm, Seoul and Budapest. EUSJA will
also continue its collaboration with pres-
tigious events, for example the Lindau

Nobel Laureates week, the Health Sum-
mit and Falling Walls in Berlin. The sec-
ond EUSJA conference for European
Science Journalists, ECSJ2015, is in
preparation. These events will offer ex-
cellent working opportunities to science
journalists around the world.

Stockholm will be hosting our next
General Assembly on 21 March. The
day before there will be a study tour.
Smart cities like Stockholm focus on
ecological questions. Big cities are gear-
ing towards the future and we will get a
taste of what is on the Swedish plate of
sustainability.

At the Stockholm General Assem-
bly we will do some more work on EU-
SJA’s new strategy. Another important
theme will be opening up EU projects in
detail. Some delegates at last year’s GA
in Vienna asked for more transparency
on EU programmes. This is a reasona-
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President Satu Lipponen
© Jouko Keski-Säntti

A view of Stockholm, where the EUSJA general assembly will take place in March, preceded by a short
study trip © Jeppe Wikström, Stockholm Media Bank
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ble request and the board has been working on it. The full
report will be ready before the March GA. I sent an interim
report on EU projects in October 2014 to association repre-
sentatives. We will also be able to introduce a new and im-
proved communications strategy with our web renewal plan.
The appointment of a full time executive secretary based in
Strasbourg will greatly assist EUSJA in its many tasks.

This is the year when the World Conference of Science
Journalists (WCSJ) is taking place. As president of the 2013
WCSJ in Helsinki I vividly remember the excitement when
the conference opened. Korea's Seoul is a hot spot for
science and technology. The WCSJ programme committee
is facing a hard job to select the best gems. I wish lots of
success to the World Federation of Science Journalists and
to our Korean colleagues in the preparations of this impor-
tant event.

In November two exciting events in Budapest are hi-
ghlights of autumn 2015. EUSJA will continue its timely idea
of bringing European science journalists together. The 2nd
European conference ECSJ will take place just one day
ahead of the World Science Forum, a global event that is
unique in many ways.

This 2nd ECSJ will also celebrate the 25th anniversary

of the Hungarian Association. We expect around 400 partici-
pants. The first conference in Copenhagen last year attracted
300 participants. Great networking opportunities and good
story opportunities will make the conference useful for any
science journalist. It will be an especially good meeting for
aspiring journalists wanting to mingle with their more seaso-
ned colleagues. The success formula is following the World
Federation's guidelines: as with the World Conference, the
European conference is created by science journalists for
science journalists, so the focus will be on professional
aspects of journalism and science communications.

One of the crucial roles of EUSJA in the future will be
as a knowledge broker for science communications. Digital
change has been fast. More than ever before, there is a
need for quality science reporting and this is the principle
on which EUSJA was founded.  Our strategy is summarised
in three words: Changing. Critical. Together.

In 2016 EUSJA will celebrate its 45th anniversary, and
so next year will be one milestone to prepare ourselves to
thank all of those who have carried responsibilities and
made EUSJA a unique organisation that is well respected
across Europe.

SATU LIPPONEN
EUSJA PRESIDENT
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w Letter from Satu Lipponen

From left: Satu Lipponen, EUSJA president; Jens Degett, EUSJA board member; Priit
Ennet, EUSJA treasurer; Raymond Seltz, honorary member of EuroScience and deputy
secretary general; and Johanne Martinez-Schmitt, the EUSJA executive secretary. The
photograph was taken on the occasion of Ms Martinez-Schmitt’s appointment © Maria
Suchanova 

continued from first page

EUSJA’s new 
executive 
secretary

For the first time ever, EUSJA
has a full-time executive se-
cretary. Johanne Martinez-
Schmitt is based in
Strasbourg, and as well as
being involved in EUSJA’s tra-
ditional administration she
will be working extensively on
EU contracts. 
There were many excellent
candidates for the post.
EUSJA board member Jens
Degett was responsible for
the recruitment, with the
board approving the appoin-
tment.
Details of Ms Martinez-Sch-
mitt’s wide experience are on
the www.eusja.org website.

www.eusja.org
www.eusja.org
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w As EUSJA News goes to press, Oliver Lehmann is donning his dancing shoes

BY OLIVER LEHMANN
CHAIR AND NATIONAL DELEGATE, AUSTRIAN ASSOCATION

Iam organising the ball, which is supported by,
among many others, the Federal Minister for Sci-
ence, Research and Economy, the Mayor of Vienna,
and the rectors of all public and private universities

in the Vienna region. One of the supporters from abroad
is Ronald S. Lauder, President of the World Jewish Con-
gress, and founder of the Lauder Business School based
in Vienna. 

The Vienna Science Ball represents Vienna’s sci-
ence and research community in its excellence and di-
versity. Typical elements of a Viennese Ball are
combined with contributions from Vienna’s universities.
International visibility and recognition is secured
through the presence of global stars of popular science
communication like Marc Abrahams, editor and co-
founder of the Annals of Improbable Research, and
originator and emcee of the annual Ig Nobel Prize cel-
ebration.

For the first time ever, the City
of Vienna is staging the Vienna
Science Ball. On Saturday, 31
January 2015, Vienna’s City
Hall will be turned into a fes-
tive venue for the city’s science
and research community. In a
city renowned for its 450 spec-
tacular carnival events, the Vi-
enna Science Ball adds a
distinct sensation of entertain-
ment with an attitude to the
annual ball season. 

In a whirl © WienTourismus/MAXUM

The Science Waltz

Oliver Lehmann  © Vienna Ball of Sciences

www.eusja.org
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Report on 
First European 
Conference for 
Science Journalists

Danske Vienskabsjournalis-
ter, the Danish association
of science journalists, has
published an interesting
and useful report on the 1st
European Conference for
Science Journalists, which
it organised in co-operation
with EUSJA. You will find it
at goo.gl/bG8Wpo. 
Around 300 people regis-
tered for the conference,
which took place in June
2014. The talks ranged from
how to sneak science into
the newsroom to asking
whether we are watchdogs
or cheerleaders for science,
and from scientific fraud to
investigative journalism.
The brochure is an overall
report on all the talks. You
can also find a report on
specific aspects, written
from Wolfgang C. Goede’s
viewpoint, at
goo.gl/BVRXWQ.

For your diary: 
Second European
Conference for 
Science Journalists

The 2nd ECSJ is to take
place in Budapest on 3 No-
vember this year, preceding
the World Science Forum.
The event also coincides
with the 25th anniversary of
the foundation of the Hun-
garian Science Journalists’
Association.

ISTVAN PALUGYAI

10 years of the
Czech Science
Journalists’ Club

w Retrospective

BY MARINA HUZVAROVA
PRESIDENT AND NATIONAL 
DELEGATE, CZECH ASSOCIATION

Not many occasions could be better than the Descartes Prize ce-
remony in Prague for establishing a science journalists’ club. In
December 2004 about 20 people met in the building of the Jo-
urnalists’ Syndicate, which at that time was located on Pařížská

třída (Paris Avenue) – the most marvelous art nouveau Prague district - in
order to esta-
blish the Czech
Science Journa-
lists Club. The
Club applied for
EUSJA mem-
bership imme-
diately. Since
then, our club
had succes-
sfully organised
several inter-
national events
including study
trips and the
EUSJA General
Assembly in
2013.

In the early 1980s, Istvan Palugyai encouraged
Jan Baltus and others to reestablish the Science
Journalists’ Club in the Czech Republic and join
EUSJA as well.

Some Czech Science Journalists’ Club members on their study trip to CERN © KVtN

Celebrating the Club’s tenth anniversary at the Descartes event
in late 2014 © Academic Bulletin Archive

http://goo.gl/BVRXWQ
http://goo.gl/bG8Wpo
www.eusja.org
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A special celebration 
for Paola and for UGIS

BY FABIO PAGAN
UGIS DELEGATE

Paola has also been involved in
EUSJA activities since its inception
in 1971, serving as president for two
terms: 1987-1988 and 1998-2000.

Born in Rimini and graduated in foreign lan-
guages and literatures at the University Ca’
Foscari in Venice, Paola began to deal with
science journalism in the late sixties. From
1970 she  has been a frequent contributor to
Il Sole 24 Ore, the Italian leading financial
newspaper. For twenty years Paola has
been involved in science editorial activities
for American publishers and an active con-
sultant for the Italian ministry of science and
technology. She has co-authored several
books on science and technology: ‘Le biote-
cnologie in Italia’ (Biotechology in Italy), ‘Le
piste della ricerca’ (The tracks of research)
and ‘Luna vent’anni dopo’ (The Moon twenty
years later).

During the affectionate ceremony in her
honour, Paola announced a personal dona-
tion of thirty thousand euro for three scholar-
ships of ten thousand euro each for young
science journalists under 35 years of age.
One scharship will be assigned this year, and
the other two in 2016 on the occasion of the
50th anniversary of the foundation of UGIS.

On 3 December, during the annual
meeting held in Milan at the Sci-
ence and Technology Museum,
UGIS feted its president emeritus
Paola De Paoli who turned 90
years on precisely that day. A cake,
a bouquet of white tulips (her
favourite flower) and a watch were
the tributes of the association to its
president emeritus who led UGIS
for more than a quarter of a cen-
tury (from 1984 to 2010). She had
become UGIS president in succes-
sion to Giancarlo Masini, the first
UGIS president, who was one of
the founders of the Italian associa-
tion in 1966 and a key person for
the birth of EUSJA. 

UGIS celebrates the 90th birthday of Paola De Paoli, president emeritus of both UGIS
and EUSJA © Maurizio Casati

w At the Science and Technology Museum in Milan

Paola De Paoli, president emeritus of both UGIS and EUSJA,  with her husband, Camillo
Marchetti, who is also a journalist on her right, and at her left Giovanni Caprara, the cur-
rent UGIS president. Paola and Camillo have been married for 56 years © Fabio Pagan
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w Kaianders on Vienna

BY KAIANDERS SEMPLER,
SWEDISH NATIONAL DELEGATE

The creator of the house was
born in Austria in 1928 and
originally named Friedrich
Stowasser, but as ‘sto’ means

‘hundred’ in Slavic languages he chan-
ged his surname to Hundertwasser.
He changed his first name too – to
Friedensreich, land of peace.

He was an artist, and thanks to his
industriousness, eccentricity and stub-
bornness he soon became one of Au-
stria's leading modern painters. He
was a pacifist, participated in demon-
strations against the war in Vietnam
and engaged in the movement for the
environment.

Hundertwasser soon became in-
terested in architecture. He attended
conferences and wrote manifestoes
where he proposed new organic de-
sign concepts.

“The straight line is the only non-
creative line”, he declared 1958 in his
‘Verschimmerungsmanifest’, the ‘Ma-
nifesto of mould’. His main point was
to let nature become a part of the ar-
chitecture, and he wanted to incorpo-
rate trees as ‘honorary tenants’ in the
buildings.

In 1977 Austria's Chancellor
Bruno Kreisky wrote to the Mayor of
Vienna and asked him to let Hundert-
wasser design a building in the city in
his own way. The Mayor accepted, and
Hundertwasser was invited to freely
design a tenant house just east of the

city centre. A professional architect by
the name of Josef Krawina was assi-
gned to assist him. Krawina had been
the first to add green living roofs in the
city.

In 1980 the plans for the building
were completed. Apart from apar-
tments they included common spaces
– a playroom for children, terraces and
a large a winter garden. Towers with
onion cupolas and other decorative
elements were added. Hundertwasser
designed the façades in his own way,
with bright colours. All the windows
were of different sizes to break sym-
metry. Hundertwasser also insisted on
implementing what he called ‘freedom
of window rights’, which meant that the
tenants themselves should decorate
the walls around their windows as far

as their arms and paintbrushes could
reach. However, as Hundertwasser re-
fused all kinds of compromises, Kra-
wina eventually felt that he had had
enough. He left the project to become
professor at the Vienna school of arch-
itecture.

The house was finished in March
1986, and is still owned by the Vienna
municipality. It contains 50 flats in vari-
ous sizes from 30 to 150 square me-
tres, two shops and one doctors’ clinic.
On the roofs there are a total of 920
square metres of terraces plus 440
square metres reserved for trees and
plantations. Altogether 250 trees and
bushes grow in and on the building in
900 tonnes of earth. The house thus
lives with the seasons as the leaves of
the trees change colours.

The living building in Vienna
After the EUSJA General Assem-
bly in Vienna last March, I and
some of the other national dele-
gates took the opportunity to see
one of Vienna's architectural
highlights and tourist attractions
– the Hundertwasser-Krawina
house. Imagine a five-storey
apartment building fitted with
towers and overgrown with a for-
est and you will understand why
the building has become so popu-
lar.

The Hundertwasser-Krawina house © Kaianders Sempler
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Science, 
smart phones 
and fun

w Challenges and opportunities of online science-tainment

BY ELISABETTA CURZEL
MEMBER OF UGIS AND SWIM

Traditionally, acknowledged features define science
journalism. Tone, spirit, and structure are easily re-
cognisable, and paper or blogs are the right place
to be. Respected and familiar, science journalism

suffers nevertheless from a lowering level of attention. So,
why not accept the company of the ‘fun factor’, and make
science more entertaining?

When referring to writing, journalistic science-tainment
(or infotainment) could attract new readers, and inform non-
specialists about scientific discoveries in a witty mode.
Then, once inspired, should a new reader be willing to de-
epen a question, s/he can look somewhere else. As shown
by most of the newspapers online, there are also risks:
among them, the temptation to be too superficial, and a ten-
dency to choose only subjects with a potentially high emo-
tional impact. 

When considering social media, where images and vi-
deos are commonly used to enrich the interaction, a remar-
kable interest for the curiosities of the scientific world can
be represented by examples like the I f**king love science
(IFLS) Facebook page, a channel which counts on 19 mil-
lion followers worldwide. Fascinating pictures and thrilling
mottos are greeted with excitement, and thinking that IFLS’s
followers are more than double those of the NY Times’ is

impressive. But: is this to be considered as a new form of
science journalism, or is the entertaining component pre-
dominant? 

For those who consider science journalism and a wow
effect incompatible, this is not an open question. For others,
the appeal of science-tainment could be useful, for exam-
ple, to catch the attention of youngsters, whose desire to
be entertained is nowadays ever-stronger. Apps, videoga-
mes, and new languages could be more persuasive for new
generations and more attractive than the traditional scientific
syntax, and people engagement in science might benefit. 

Moreover, what about videos? When to skim is more
common than to read; when iconic imagery seems to be a
pillar of whatever kind of education; when information sto-
rage is often considered easier by watching instead of by
reflecting; in a moment in time like this, TED’s or Famelab’s
videos may legitimately belong to the domain of science jo-
urnalism.

While a globally connected world is continuously up-
grading and changing its communication tools, so is doing
science journalism. To be in, or not to be, is maybe no more
a question.

This topic has been proposed for a session at WCSJ
2015 entitled “SCIENCE, SMARTPHONES AND FUN: ch-
allenges and opportunities of online science-tainment”.
There is a strong panel of speakers.

Precious allies at work and guests of
honour of our spare time, portable
devices make us feel that we are al-
ways online. This constant connec-
tion to the internet may be a
valuable tool for science journalists;
however, we must remember the
rules of the game. In fact, while de-
ciding how to spend their leisure,
web users tend to go for entertain-
ment. Is it possible to mix science
and fun, and to get a good result?

Digital world © Science View image bank

www.eusja.org
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w EUSJA Study Trips

BY VIOLA EGIKOVA
EUSJA VICE PRESIDENT

We are planning the next trips, and two of
them are already set. Both were organised
by the board. Now it's turn for associations
to have their say. 

In March right before the General Assembly we shall
have a study trip to Stockholm. EUSJA will have 30 slots,
thus not only delegates, but also other members of asso-
ciations will attend this programme to learn about the re-
search on the sustainable city – the Stockholm Uppsala
Life Science and Hagastaden project. There is a well-
established partnership between the City of Stockholm,

the universities such as Karolinska Institute, Stockholm
University, KTH Royal Institute of Technology, and busi-
ness, in order to realise the vision of making Stockholm
the world’s leading hub for life science research. 

In the heart of Stockholm, an entire new city district
devoted to life science research and industry, Hagasta-
den, is currently being developed. This new district will
offer an innovative and international research working en-
vironment. It is home to one of Stockholm’s most promi-
nent universities, the Karolinska Institute, and a
state-of-the-art university hospital, New Karolinska Solna,
due to open in 2016. We shall also visit the Nobel Foun-
dation to learn about the new Nobel Centre that will start
to organise Nobel ceremonies from 2018. 

We shall visit the international fusion project ITER in
Cadarache in France, on May 18 and 19. The call for this
very interesting trip, where EUSJA agreed 20 slots, was
made on 8 January.

Over the years, many members have enjoyed visiting
Lindau in Germany during the annual meeting of Nobel
prize winners. This year we have arranged an accommo-
dation grant for any four nights during the week 28 June
to 3 July for ten EUSJA participants. The call for applica-
tions was also made on 8 January.

The score is 4:4

The last year was very inspiring for EUSJA study trips. For the first time during a
long, long period there were as many trips organised by the national associations
(Swiss, Austrian, Estonian and Russian) as by the board. We played in a draw!
This is great. If we look back, we had study trips to Switzerland and Lower Austria
in March, Barcelona and Tallinn in May, Lindau in June, Moscow in September,
Bad Gastein in October and Berlin (Falling Walls Conference) in November. Every
trip was successful. I am glad to say that 26 science journalists from Austria, Den-
mark, Germany, France, Finland, Hungary, Italy, Netherlands, Slovenia, Spain,
Switzerland came to Russia and we had very interesting meetings. 

8

EUSJA General Assembly-2015

Next EUSJA General Assemble will be in
Stockholm on March 21 with the study
trip on March 20. The rooms for the par-
ticipants are booked in a Clarion Hotel. 

A panel of Nobel laureates in Lindau © Anna Nolan Relaxing in the evening in Lindau © Anna Nolan
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The Science Medallion
The metropolis in this Andean valley has had a number of dazzling names. City of
Eternal Spring, Pablo Escobar’s Coca Town, and, most recently Miracle Town, as
National Geographic has branded Medellín.

BY WOLFGANG C. GOEDE
EUSJA HONORARY SECRETARY

M edallion or ‘Medallo’, as locals lovingly
call their hometown, is also famous for
its unique Christmas. The heart of the
city is illuminated by 30 million LED ele-

ments and 700 kilometres of glowing pipes. 
The centre is the Medellín River. Above the water,

a second artificial river consisting of light fixtures has
been installed. They feature huge ferry boats and exo-
tic fish – a fine example of the innovative spirit in town. 

Or take Medallo’s cable cars, a new type of public
transportation between the steep valley slopes and the
city. The Metrocable provides the marginalised popu-

lations in the upper neighbourhoods of the valley with
access to jobs. 

The aerial ensemble proved to be ingenious. After
the Escobar trauma it has put Medellín back on the
world’s map. The teleferic is integrated into a sophistica-

Earning a living is precarious for an in-
creasing number of science journalists in
Europe. Don’t lament about the crisis, col-
leagues! Come to Latin America – and find a
scientific bonanza, advises Wolfgang

Light Festival: Colombian Engineering Art © Wolfgang C. Goede

continued on page 10
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The Science Medallion

ted rapid transit system, the most advanced in the Ameri-
cas.  The gondolas connect to a metro train and a metro
bus, soon to be completed by a metro tramway of the la-
test 21st century design. And now ambitious Medellíners
even want to displace the Netherlands as a bicycle para-
dise.  Twenty years ago, the city invented the ‘ciclovia’.
Every Sunday, the most scenic avenues are closed off for
cars and only muscle-driven vehicles are admitted. 

This February, the city will host a global Bicycle
Forum. It will pursue the question of how two-wheelers
can be more efficiently integrated into infrastructures
and create a world-wide role model for urban mobility.

Preservation of 2768 medicinal plants
The visionaries of change were two former

mayors, a mathematician and a sociologist. The imple-
mentor of transformation is the Department of Public
Works EPM, which is also the master mind behind the
Light Festival. Meanwhile the incubator has become
Ruta N. The futuristic building connects dozens of in-
ternational high technology companies. 

They have created a smart city. At 40 spots, citi-
zens can connect free of charge to the internet. They
provide open access to governmental offices, ensure
transparency, and encourage participation. The
Mi_medellín platform has collected several thousand
suggestions of the population on further progress. 

Many revolve around sustainability, the post-petro-
leum era and renewable energy, risks of climate ch-

10

Medellín Technological Incubator: Ruta N © Wolfgang C. Goede

continued on page 11

continued from page 9
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The Science Medallion

Parque Explora, with Education Director Claudia Aguirre on the right © Claudia Aguirre

ange, and protection of the environment. One half of
Colombia’s territory belongs to Amazonia. The biodi-
versity report 2014 counts 49 046 species in the coun-
try, many of which are threatened by mining and
deforestation. 

A recent moratorium calls for the reduction of
wood harvesting around the Amazon Basin to zero by
2025. The goal: preserve the world’s green lung and
protect 2768 medicinal plants. 

Social appropriation of science
A chain of state-of-the-art public libraries and

science parks fosters inclusive education for all strata
of society. The most renowned institution of this kind
is Parque Explora, Exploration Park.  

It is perceived as a regular science centre with
quirky experiments, dinosaurs and cosmic pheno-
mena, however: “An essential column of our work is
the outreach to the neighbourhoods”, explains Educa-
tion Director Claudia Patricia Aguirre. “We bring expe-
riments to the people and thus trigger knowledge and
education in vulnerable communities.”  

This is what she calls “social appropriation of
science”, a term which in Europe, even in the sophisti-
cated language of the European Commission and its
science dissemination programmes is unheard of – so
far. The projects range from repairing bicycles to con-
structing robots. 

“We don’t impose,” Aguirre stresses, “but move at

continued from page 10

continued on page 12
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The Science Medallion

Danish Colombian science journalist Lisbeth Fog on left, speaking at a Medellínnovation Festival (http://goo.gl/yzpIzO) © Wolfgang C. Goede

the pace of our constituency, so they may gain confi-
dence in their own capacity – sometimes not fast eno-
ugh for our politicians.”

In Colombia, a whole new dimension of science
and science journalism as a means of social empower-
ment is unfolding. Lisbeth Fog, one of the country’s le-
ading science journalists, endorses the new scientific
culture. 

“Science and technology are seamlessly interwo-
ven with society”, she observes in a science supple-
ment of Colombia’s weekly journal ‘Semana’
(http://goo.gl/Y88cjf).   “Once our citizens realise this
and initiate more science on their own, Colombia will
be a different country,” Fog concludes. 

How a science journalist discovers the niche
Yaneth Giha Tovar, CEO of the country’s top rese-

arch organisation ‘Colciencia’, reiterates that Colombia
is committed to utilising science and technology as the

prime tool to become one of the most advanced socie-
ties of Latin America. This fierce determination sent a
wake-up call to the German Max Planck Society and
the research cluster signed a collaboration contract
with Colciencia. 

This openness sends out good vibrations, de-
spite the fact that Colombia still engages in an
armed conflict with the FARC guerrillas (there are
hopes that this will be settled this year). The inno-
vation b  onanza has lured Andrew J. Wight, a young
science journalist from Australia, to Medellín. 

He was engaged as a technology editor with
‘Colombia Reports’ (http://colombiareports.co),
Latin America’s major news outlet in English. But
the going is tough, he admits. Since his earnings did
not make ends meet he also joined a PR start-up,
while keeping on his work with ‘Colombia Reports’.
Now he juggles two jobs, like more and more colle-

continued from page 11

continued on page 13
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Writing
for
EUSJA
News
Your voluntary
contributions for
consideration for
publication in
EUSJA News are
very welcome.
This includes
news reports, ar-
ticles, photo-
graphs, drawings
and book an-
nouncements. If
you would like to
write something,
please check first
with the editor
Anna Nolan about
feasibility, angle
and length
(anolan@iol.ie). 

Social
media
and
EUSJA
All well as a
wealth of informa-
tion, EUSJA has
blog facilities on
www.eusja.org,
and its Facebook
page can be ac-
cessed through
this website. Its
Twitter address is
www.twitter.com/
eusja, and its
LinkedIn group is
open to all those
interested.

The Science Medallion

agues around the work, communica-
tion and journalism. “From my expe-
rience though, I do recommend
Colombia for science journalists,” he
firmly says.

Visitors receive a visa for three
months and can make a decent living.
One easily connects with people and
the institutions, the Australian found.
But while there is no social barrier
there is a language one. “You must be
able to communicate in Spanish beca-
use English is still in the primordial

state,” he learned. 
Studying Spanish and improving

English writing and reporting skills
pay off. It opens the doors to media in
the entire English speaking world,
with news from a continent of half a
billion people, which by and large is a
journalistic niche, especially in rese-
arch. 

No doubt, the step requires guts.
If the experiment fails it is a life-time
experience and rewarding enough to
beat the blues at home.

Andrew Wight, an Australian science journalist working in Medellín © Andrew Wight

nFor more by Claudia Aguirre on science centres and the role
they can play in a city social reconstruction, see
http://goo.gl/ohQEG9

continued from page 12
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