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Late Lessons from Early Warnings

So How Are We Applying the 12 lessons learned?



EEA experts recommends looking out for 
warnings e.g.:

Novelty

Persistency

Readily dispersed

Bioaccumulative

Potentially irreversible action

Regulating ”Unknown Unknowns”



Regulating ”Unknown Unknowns”

Comparison for EEA’s ”warning signs” and 
nanomaterials

Depends on surface chemistry and surface charge 



+ 20 years since first evidence of harm

Yet many governments still call for more 

information as a substitute for action: 

“paralysis of analysis”

Statements

“risk research jeopardises innovation” 

“regulation is bad for business”

When enough is enough



Act on early warnings
- precautionary principle!

Restrict dispersive uses 

All nanomaterials commercialized 

shall be tested properly in regard to 

human and environmental risks

The Danish Ecological Council

calls for action..



BLEGDAMSVEJ 4B · 2200 COPENHAGEN N · 33 15 09 77 · WWW.ECOCOUNCIL.DK · INFO@ECOCOUNCIL.DK


