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Foreword 

Vision for the European Conference of Science Journalists  

 

The European Conference for Science Journalists 2017 was the 

largest and most important meeting for science journalists and 

communicators in Europe. It was a professional forum where 

journalists and communicators from 39 countries met and 

discussed how science and knowledge is presented and 

communicated in the media around the world.  

 

 

 

During the last 15 years there has been an ongoing revolution of the media. The traditional business 

model for print media has been challenged by the internet. At the same time, universities, public 

research institutions, private companies and interest groups have increased and professionalised 

their communication of science. There is a very clear tendency that science is being portrayed in the 

media by the knowledge producers themselves, edited by generalist editors representing little filter 

and no expert knowledge.  This might be good in the short term, but it has long term consequences 

and implications for journalism and society. Stories need to be put into perspective in order for 

people to trust the information. The public is bombarded with stories on climate change, vaccines, 

fracking, GMOs and nanotechnology. Unless we know what is true or false, we cannot have an 

informed and democratic debate. 

The battle between science journalism and science communication has been an important theme at 

former conferences of science journalism. It has been crucial to define the problems, now it is time 

to take the debate to a higher level; we need to focus on sustainable solutions and best practices. 

Now with social media there are no gatekeepers, and the credibility of the research institutions is at 

stake. Fake news and false stories can only be spotted by the trained eye.  In a globalised world, 

journalists and communicators need to inspire each other by discussing how the challenges in 

ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƳŜŘƛŀ can be tackled successfully. There is a need for constructive dialogue.  

It was important for the conference to go beyond the debates, and allow journalists to have the 

opportunity to give examples of good science journalism. Our aim was to portray science seen in a 

pluralistic light by many cultures and societies. That is why we made ECSJ2017 a working conference, 

with a substantial budget for working journalists and a media platform promoting dialogue and 

visibility of debates and journalistic products related to the conference. This was just a start. We 

need to continue to improve the dialogue and strengthen science journalism in Europe. 

 

 

 

 

Jens Degett, Chair ECSJ2017 
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1. Executive summary  
The 4th European Conference for Science Journalists (ECSJ2017) took place in Copenhagen the 26-30 

June 2017. The conference was a collaboration between the Danske Videnskabsjournalister(DV) and 

ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ¦ƴƛƻƴ ƻŦ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ WƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ό9¦{W!ύΦ  There were 435 registered 

participants from 39 countries and 116 speakers. The closing plenary lecture held in Christiania, a 

public lecture on astrophysics by Prof. Lawrence Krauss, attracted around 1000 people.  

 
Lawrence Krauss during ECSJ2017 Party. Photo credit: Jens Degett 

About the conference 

The ECSJ2017 was an interactive event. The conference organisers provided a media platform for 

streaming video and podcasting from the conference. As a new element, ECSJ2017 offered work 

grants for science journalists from all over the world to produce material during and after the 

conference. See annex for articles from the conference. 

bŜǿ ƳŜŘƛŀΩǎ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ 

With the mainstreaming of the internet and social media, the lines of communication have changed, 

bringing new possibilities for science journalism and communication. At the conference hashtag 

(#ECSJ2017) the participants explored best practices, co-creation, training and new methods for 

telling stories about science across all forms of media. 

Main themes 

The conference had a specific focus on the Climate reporting with training sessions, networking, 

creation of transnational investigative journalism and the leading climate researchers and 

specialised journalists from around the world. It was a unique setup which will have an important 

impact on the international debate on climate change, sustainability and resilience. The other two 

themes of the conference were science in New media and Responsible reporting of science. 
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The frontline of research 

The conference successfully attracted speakers from key organisations and key stakeholders from 

European institutions such as the EU-SAM Committee, the JRC Centres, European Research Council, 

and major facilities such as CERN, ESS, ESRF, Max VI and COST. The international advisory committee 

selected proposals for parallel sessions that attracted many influential journalists.  

According to the conference survey the speakers were rated very high, and the sessions, the press 

briefings, the keynote presentations and the panel discussion were also rated high. 86,25 % of the 

delegates, who have answered the ECSJ2017 questionnaire, found that ECSJ2017 lived up to their 

expectations.   

New media development 

The crisis in journalism, fake news and the development of social media were described and debated 

throughout the conference. We had hoped for more entrepreneurial ideas and input from public 

service media, which could play a major role in keeping up a high level of interest in science and 

trust in knowledge based institutions in the European population. The conference presented several 

good initiatives, but successful and economically sustainable models for good quality science 

journalism are rare. 

Involving youth 

CǳǘǳǊŜ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ΨŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ƴŀǘƛǾŜǎΩ ǿƘƻ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭƭȅ ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƳŜŘƛŀΦ 9/{Wнлмт 

established a mentor/mentee programme where experienced science journalists were teamed up 

with aspiring professionals. Both parties found great value in joining forces and learning from each 

other. 

As a satellite event, ECSJ2017 organised a competition among high school students throughout 

Denmark. The students received training in science journalism at a communication boot-camp 

during a weekend.  Proposals from high school were evaluated by a jury of science editors. The 

winning team was given a prize during the opening ceremony and invited to participate at ECSJ2017. 

ECSJ2017 in numbers 

Delegates Nations Plenary 

sessions  

Plenary 

speakers 

Parallel 

sessions 

Session 

speakers 

Press briefing 

sessions 

Press briefing 

presenters 

435 39 8 24 30 92 18 26 

Conclusion 

It was important to have this debate at a European level with input from the rest of the world. Many 

of the debates were continued at the World Conference of Science Journalism in San Francisco in 

October 2017. With better documentation of the problem of mistrust in science institutions and 

increasing anti-science advocacy in the European population, there may be solutions at hand and 

political support for backing it up. 

The international coverage of the climate debate needs to be reinforced and the media should be 

more outspoken and alert against fake stories and attempts to manipulate public understanding of 

climate issues. Journalists and media could also brand quality science journalism better.  
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The closing plenary lecture by Lawrence Krauss showed that there is a strong public interest in 

science and that science can be very exciting and interesting. Much more so than pseudo-science 

and fake stories which are increasingly circulating in the media. 

The conference would not have been possible without the generous support from the many 

sponsors and partners to ECSJ2017. The funding went towards a professional setting, effective 

networking arrangements, information-sharing measures and a professional secretariat, that 

handled a diverse set of work tasks to ensure adequate implementation of all the activities. This 

made it possible for ECSJ2017 to successfully contribute to the future role that science journalism 

and science will play in the media by bringing forward science and innovation in Europe.   

1.1 Programme overview 

ECSJ2017 was a week-long conference that offered inspiration, new knowledge and an introduction 

to better work tools in science journalism and science communication. 

It was also the chance for participants to meet colleagues from all over Europe and establish further 

collaboration at the different networking opportunities. The conference offered training sessions 

and press tours on Monday and Friday for those interested in learning new skills and see local 

institutions. The main three days of the conference were dedicated to three different themes: New 

media, Climate reporting and Responsible reporting. 

Tuesday, June 27 - New media  

The media landscape has changed, and it brings challenges and new possibilities. Not only does 

social media create easy access to information, but it also makes it possible to invite audiences to 

take part in the reporting, and enables them to participate more in debates and the decision-making 

than traditional media. 

 
ECSJ2017 programme schedule on Tuesday, June 27 

  

9:00-10:30 Plenary 1 New Media DR Concert Hall

10:30-11:00 Coffee Break DR Concert Hall

11:00-12:00 Plenary 2 Make Scientific Facts Great Again: What Europe Can Do About It? DR Concert Hall

12:00-13:00 Lunch Break ITU - Atrium

Using virtual reality to report ITU - Auditorium 1 

Reinventing Science Journalism in the Age of Disintermediation ITU - Auditorium 2 

Content design for writers ITU - Auditorium 4

Art & Science with Olafur Eliasson ITU - Auditorium 1

Get your science video right (multimedia) ITU - Auditorium 2 

The Confession Session ITU - Auditorium 3

15:30-16:00 Coffee Break ITU - Atrium

How to successfully pitch a science story ITU - Auditorium 1 

Technology changes - the journalist's guide to a new media world ITU - Auditorium 2 

New reality for media: challenge or failure? ITU - Auditorium 3

Bridging the gap between journalism and policy ITU - Auditorium 4

17:30-19:30 Social EventTriangulation through Science Communication Reception  ITU - Scrollbar

14:15-15:30
Parallel 

Session 2

Parallel 

Session 3
16:00-17:30

13:00-14:10
Parallel 

Session 1
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Wednesday, June 28 - Climate reporting  

Climate change is a complex issue, and the debate is influenced by many stakeholders with vested 

interests and different political ideals. This makes it challenging to do engaging reporting on climate 

science. 

 
Connie Hedegaard, Chairman of the KR Foundation. Photo credit: Ane Rasmussen 

 

An important part of the programme was dedicated to the climate debate with networking, creation 

of transnational investigative journalism and the leading climate researchers and specialised 

journalists from around the world.  

 
ECSJ2017 programme schedule on Wednesday, June 28 

 

  

9:00-10:30 Plenary 3 Climate: facts, figure and future DR Concert Hall

10:30-11:00 Coffee Break DR Concert Hall

11:00-12:00 Plenary 4 How to Report on Climate Change DR Concert Hall

12:00-13:00 Lunch Break ITU - Atrium

Picturing pandemics: reporting public health issues via documentaries ITU - Auditorium 1 

Mobile reporters ITU - Auditorium 2 

What went wrong in climate change reporting? ITU - Auditorium 1 

Is 'feature' taking over the news? ITU - Auditorium 2 

What do science journalists think about the post-truth era? Survey results ITU - Auditorium 3

15:30-16:00 Coffee Break ITU - Atrium

Philantropic journalism ITU - Auditorium 1 

Where's the science? Challenges of science journalism in Eastern Europe ITU - Auditorium 2 

New digital world - new business models ITU - Auditorium 3

17:30-19:30 Social EventCloud-tasting Reception  ITU - Scrollbar

16:00-17:30
Parallel 

Session 6

Parallel 

Session 4
13:00-14:10

14:15-15:30
Parallel 

Session 5
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Thursday, June 29 - Responsible reporting 

When reporting on science, journalists and communicators have different roles. These roles are 

gradually becoming intertwined as more and more science journalists begin to work part-time or 

full-time in science communication. 

Communication is an increasingly important aspect of research and science, and it can give scientists 

direct communication channels to the public. Many of the tools, methods and products are the same 

in journalism and communication, but there is still a need for independent and investigative science 

journalism. 

The ECSJ2017 participants explored how science journalists and science communicators can ensure 

that science be covered in the best possible way.  

 
ECSJ2017 programme schedule on Thursday, June 29 

 

1.2. Survey results 

ECSJ2017 was an important event for the many delegates who participated. 86,25 % of the delegates 

who have answered the ECSJ2017 questionnaire, found that the conference lived up to their 

expectations.   

The following figures are highlights from an evaluation survey which was sent to the conference 

participants just after the conference. 

 

  

9:00-10:30 Plenary 5 Manipulation of Science in Media DR Concert Hall

10:30-11:00 Coffee Break DR Concert Hall

11:00-12:00 Plenary 6 Science Journalism in a Post-Truth World DR Concert Hall

12:00-13:00 Lunch Break ITU - Atrium

How to report on and debunk pseudoscience ITU - Auditorium 1 

When science journalism affects science ITU - Auditorium 2 

Empowering freedom of expression ITU - Auditorium 3

Help me do my job ITU - Room 3A-52 

Computational propaganda: The impact of algorithms on public life ITU - Auditorium 1 

Science Communications of Tomorrow ITU - Auditorium 2 

Good or bad guys? Using ethics assessment tools for science reporting ITU - Auditorium 3

The Rise of Bilingual Science Journalism ITU - Auditorium 4

15:30-16:00 Coffee Break ITU - Atrium

5ŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘǎΣ ƭŀō ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜǎ ς ƛǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎΚITU - Auditorium 1 

A toolkit for lively conferences: Waltz and rock with neurons ITU - Auditorium 2 

A new wave of censorship in science journalism ITU - Auditorium 3

Handling the Hype of Biopharma ITU - Auditorium 4

18:30-23:30 Social EventECSJ2017 Party - Science&Cocktails with Lawrence M. Krauss Christiania - The Grey Hall

14:15-15:30
Parallel 

Session 8

16:00-17:30
Parallel 

Session 9

Parallel 

Session 7
13:00-14:10
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How do you best describe your professional background? 

 

 

To what degree did ECSJ2017 live up to your expectations? 
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How would you rate the different elements of ECSJ2017? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Would you attend a new ECSJ conference in 2019? 
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2. Organisation 
 

 

¢ƘŜ 5ŀƴƛǎƘ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ WƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎΩ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴ όDV - Danske Videnskabsjournalister) is a small and 
effective organisation that unites 150 journalists, editors and science communicators in Denmark. 
Founded in 1976, the association just celebrated its 40-years anniversary. 

DV advocates for quality science journalism in both specialised and mainstream media and to 
improve the lines of communication from research institutions to the public. DV founded the 
European Conference for Science Journalists and organised the first conference in 2014 as a one-
day event. 

 

Founded in 1971 in Belgium by seven national associations of science journalists, EUSJA now 

represents around 2600science journalists from 23 national associations. Following the collapse of 

the Berlin Wall in 1989 there was an upsurge of interest from Eastern European countries that now 

Ǉƭŀȅ ŀƴ ŀŎǘƛǾŜ ǊƻƭŜ ƛƴ 9¦{W!Ωǎ activities. 

EUSJA seeks to further science journalism as a bridge between science, scientists and the general 

public. It promotes the role of science journalists as key players in civil society and democracy. The 

¦ƴƛƻƴΩǎ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘƛƴƎΣ ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ 

science and technology journalists in Europe. 

2.1 Organising Committee 

Jens Degett, EUSJA President and Chair DV 

Berit Viuf, Vice Chair DV 

Bo Cumming Løkkegaard, DV 

Christine Heller del Riego, WAIART 

Gorm Palmgren, DV 

Mike Young, Founder of Mike Young Academy 
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2.2 Professional Conference Organiser (PCO) 

BDP Congress was the Professional Conference Organiser for ECSJ2017. BDP Congress offers the best 

advice to plan and execute international, European and Nordic conferences and congresses. 

Especially to medical and scientific associationǎΩ conferences and congresses. 

2.3 International Advisory Committee 

Ángel Rodríguez Lozano, CienciaEs.com, Spain 

Antonio Calvo Roy, EUSJA, Spain 

Berit Viuf, Danske Videnskabsjournalister, Denmark 

Deborah Blum, MIT, USA 

Istvan Palugua, Népszabadság, Hungary 

Jens Degett, EUSJA/ Danske Videnskabsjournalister, Denmark 

aŀǊƛƴŀ IǳȌǾłǊƻǾłΣ 9¦{W!Σ /ȊŜŎƘ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎ 

Sabine Louet, SciencePOD/The EuroScientist, Ireland 

Satu Lipponen, former EUSJA President, Finland 

2.3 Stakeholder Committee 

The Stakeholder Committee consisted of science journalists, science communicators representatives 

from universities, the Danish Ministry of Higher Education and Science and private foundations. The 

committee met twice before the conference on 12 January and 29 May 2017.  

Anders Corell, Århus Universitet 

Anette Marcher Jensen, Aalborg Universitet 

Aslak Gottlieb, Medieundervisning.dk 

Berit Viuf, Danske Videnskabsjournalister 

Birgit Brunsted, Danske Videnskabsjournalister 

Bo Cumming Løkkegaard, Danske Videnskabsjournalister 

Brian Valbjørn Sørensen, KR-Foundation 

Britt Wilder, Lundbeck Fonden 

Charlotte Autzen, Københavns Universitet 

David Budtz, Aalborg Universitet 

Gorm Palmgren, Danske Videnskabsjournalister 

Jakob Werner, Akademiet for Tekniske Videnskaber (ATV) 

Jari Kickbusch, Danske Videnskabsjournalister 

Jens Degett, Danske Videnskabsjournalister 

Katja Gunnertoft Bojsen, Styrelsen for Forskning og Innovation 

Lars Henrik Aagaard, Berlingske Tidende 

Lasse Foghsgaard, Politiken 

Maja Hechmann Find, Information 

Morten Busch, Novo Nordisk Fonden 

Peter Hyldgård, Videnskab.DK 

Poul Birch Eriksen, Danske Videnskabsjournalister 

Rasmus Øhlenschlæger, Information 

Sine Zambach, Praxis 

Søren Bjørn-Hansen, Danmarks Radio 

Tine Kjær Hassager, Danmarks Tekniske Universitet 
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2.4 Volunteers 

The volunteers participated in the conference by assisting in the registration desk, assisting the 

organisers of the parallel sessions and press briefing programme with the IT and facilities (computer 

projection, audio, microphones, etc.) in the auditoriums and rooms at the IT University and on the 

press tours.  

The organisers are thankful to the help received by the volunteers listed below:   

Ahmed Abdelazim 

Alicia Teschner 

Alina Piechulek 

Allison Hadden 

Ane Rasmussen 

Antonia GeckAxel Pfleger 

Birgit Brunsted 

Birgitte Ramsø Thomsen 

Charlotte Koldbye 

Charlotte Vilsholm  

Christine Hebert 

Christine Heller del Riego 

Constantin Schlug 

Cora Klockenbusch 

Gorm Palmgren 

Hannah Bollmann 

Joelle Winnemoeller 

Laura Poulsen 

Mike Young  

Samir Ben Chaabane  

Seraina Nett 

Trine Jørgensen 

Yifan Liu 

2.5 Wonderful Copenhagen 

Wonderful Copenhagen is the official Convention Bureau, CVB, of the capital region. It is a non-profit 

organization offering a range of free services to local congress hosts, associations as well as meeting 

planners. 

 
Photo Credit: Jacob Schønning and Simon Lau   
 
The CVB assisted us in the bidding and planning process with professional guidance and advice about 
the city of Copenhagen, meeting facilities, accommodation, transportation, social activities and 
ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ŎƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ƻǊƎŀƴƛǎŜǊǎ όt/hΩǎύ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ǳǎ ǿƛth access to promotional materials, 
images, videos and brochures. We could always reach out to then and draw upon their experience 
and network.   
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3.  Programme 
The ECJ2017 Programme consisted of the opening ceremony, 6 plenary sessions, 30 parallel 

sessions, 18 press briefing sessions and a closing plenary lecture in Christiania. The parallel sessions 

were selected by the International Advisory Committee through an open call and a rigorous peer 

review process.  

3.1 Opening Ceremony in photos 

The ECSJ2017 Opening Ceremony at the DR Concert Hall on Monday, June 26 from 17:00 to 19:00.  

Welcome  

Jens Degett, ECSJ2017 Chair, President of EUSJA, Chair of Danish Science Journalists 

 
Jens Degett welcoming delegates to ECSJ2017. Photo credit: Ane Rasmussen 

Trust in the media  

Mogens Lykketoft, Member of the Danish Parliment, Former President of the UN General Assembly  
 

 
Mogens LykketoftΩǎ speech at ECSJ2017. Photo credit: Ane Rasmussen 
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Why CERN is important for Europe?  

Frédérick Bordry, Director for Accelerators and Technology, CERN 

What is ESS and how can it benefit us?  

John Womersley, Director General, ESS 
 
Moderator:  Berit Viuf, Vice Chair of Danish Science Journalists 

 
Q&A with John Womersley and Frédérick Bordry. Photo credit: Ane Rasmussen 
 

Panel debate  

Anne Glover, Former Chief Scientific Adviser, European Commission  
Sam Loewenberg, Journalist  
Jens Degett, ECSJ2017 Chair  

 

Moderator: Satu Lipponen, Director Strategy foresight, Cancer Society Finland   

 
Birdseye view of the ECSJ2017 Opening Panel Debate. Photo credit: Yifan Liu 
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Radium Theatre 

An innovate mix of theatre, science, and live music that tells the story of pioneering scientist Marie 

Curie in an atomic burst of history, poetry, light years and dark matter. 

 
Lotte Andersen and Anja C. Andersen. Photo credit: Yifan Liu 
 

Radium songs feature new music by Lotte Andersen and Søren Møller with Anja C. Andersen, an 

astrophysicist from the Niels Bohr Institute in Copenhagen, who portrays a Marie Curie who 

struggled to overcome daunting obstacles and male dominance within European academies in the 

late 19th Century and become the first female scientist to win a Nobel Prize. 

 
Lotte Andersen during Radium Theatre. Photo credit: Ane Rasmussen 
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DV Young Communicator Award  

Award winners are: Anne Katrine, Kamilla Dorn Brodersen and Katrine Dorn Brodersen. 

Award presented by Anja C. Andersen, Dark Cosmology Centre, Niels Bohr Institute 
 

 
Young Communicator Awardees. Photo credit: Ane Rasmussen 

Novozymes Chrystal Ball Challenge Award  

Award winner: Vijay Shankar.  

Second Prize went to Joana Branco.  

Awards presented by Jens Degett 

 
Vijay Shankar receiving the Novozymes Chrystal Ball Challenge Award. Photo credit: Ane Rasmussen 
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ECSJ2017 Opening Reception 

The ECSJ2017 Opening Reception at the DR Concert Hall on Monday, June 26 from 19:00-20:00.  

 

 
ECSJ2017 Opening reception. Photo credit: Yifan Liu 
 
 
 

 
Participants enjoying tapas at the ECSJ2017 Opening reception. Photo credit: Ane Rasmussen 
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3.2 Plenary sessions 

The ECSJ2017 Plenary sessions took place in the DR Concert Hall. 

 

 
ECSJ2017 plenary session schedule 

New media 
Tuesday, June 27, 9:00-10:30 Danish Broadcast Concert Hall  
 

 
Photo credit: Ane Rasmussen 

 
Digital media and citizen journalism 
Stuart Allan, Head of the School of Journalism, Media and Cultural Studies at Cardiff University 

What big data from social media can tell journalists 

Steve El-Sharawy, EzyInsight 

Presenting Reuters Digital News report 

Mark Ørsten, Professor at Department of Communication and Arts, Roskilde University 

 

  

Tuesday, June 27 Wednesday, June 28 Thursday, June 29 Venue

9:00-10:30 New Media Climate: facts, figure and future Manipulation of Science in Media

10:30-11:00

11:00-12:00
Make Scientific Facts Great Again: 

What Europe Can Do About It?
How to Report on Climate Change

Science Journalism in a Post-Truth 

World

Coffee Break
Danish Broadcast 

Concert Hall 
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Speakers: 

Professor Stuart Allen has published widely in journalism, media and 

cultural studies. He has authored seven books, the most recent of which 

is Citizen Witnessing: Revisioning Journalism in Times of Crisis (Polity 

Press, 2013), and edited eleven others, including Photojournalism and 

Citizen Journalism: Co-operation, Collaboration and Connectivity 

(Routledge, 2017). His research has also appeared in numerous peer-

reviewed journal articles and contributions to edited collections, and has 

been translated into several languages.  

 

Steve El-Sharawy as a Media Data Analyst at EzyInsights, examines the 
ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΩǎ ƴŜǿǎŦŜŜŘ ŀƭƎƻǊƛǘƘƳ ƻƴ ƴŜǿǎ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜǊǎ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ 
world. He has spent the last twelve years using data to help understand, 
ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǳǊΦ 

He works with publishers and broadcasters across the Nordics and 
Europe, guest lectures at the Swedish School of Social Science and gives 
ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǘŀƭƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿǎ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ CŀŎŜōƻƻƪΩǎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ƻƴ Ƙƻǿ ǿŜ 
see the world. Originally from London, Steve is based in Helsinki, 
Finland. 

Mark Ørsten is a Professor at the Department of Communication and 

Arts, Roskilde University since 2014. Responsible for the Danish survey 

of the Reuters Digital News Report 2017. Research on communication, 

Journalism, media democracy, media and citizenship ethics and 

journalism, EU Framing, Journalism and mass media Journalism. 
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Make scientific facts great again: What Europe can do about it? 
Tuesday, June 27, 11:00-12:00 Danish Broadcast Concert Hall  
 

 
Wolfgang Goede moderating the panel debate. Photo credit: Ane Rasmussen 

 
In recent years, the world has seen a surge of populist movements that deny or distort scientific 
facts. Europe is not immune to these developments as can be seen in electoral results from all 
corners of the continent, West and East, North and South. The session discussed the reasons for 
these developments and presented strategies to put scientific evidence back into its rightful place in 
political and societal debates in Europe. 

 
Sofie Vanthournout, Anne Glover listening to Angelika Mlinar. Photo credit: Ane Rasmussen 
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Speakers: 

Defending scientific facts in European politics: A report from the 

battlefield 

Angelika Mlinar, Member of the European Parliament (Austria) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And then they came for the experts: lessons from Brexit  

Dame Anne Glover, Vice-Principal for External Affairs and Dean for 

Europe, University of Aberdeen. Chief Scientific Adviser to the President 

of the European Commission 2012-2014. 

 

 

 

 

 

Making sure that facts are not screwed up in Brussels 

Sofie Vanthournout, Director Sense about Science EU. International 

relations of the Royal Belgian Academies 2008-2016. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IƻǿΚ ¢ƘŜ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ {ŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ !ŘǾƛŎŜ aŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳ 

Rolf-Dieter HeuerΣ /ƘŀƛǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ /ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎ IƛƎƘ-Level Group 

of Scientific Advisors (SAM). Former Director-General of CERN. 

 

 

 

 

 

Moderator: Wolfgang Chr. Goede, Secretary of the World Federation Science Journalists Board  

 

Session organizer: Johannes Klumpers, Head of Scientific Advice Mechanism Unit, DG Research and 

Innovation, European Commission  
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Climate: facts, figures and future 
Wednesday, June 28 9:00-10:30 Danish Broadcast Concert Hall  
 

 
Panel speakers on climate change. Photo credit: Christine Heller del Riego 

 

This session included three keynotes on climate science: 

Our society is in the throes of disruption ς but you would never know it from the news 

Katherine Richardson, Professor of Biological Oceanography and Leader of the Sustainability Science 

Centre at the University of Copenhagen. 

 
Credit: Katherine Richardson 
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Where our ancestors realized that they ς for the sake of their own health and prosperity ς must 

actively manage their local natural resources, we now have become so many on the planet that we 

are recognizing that we must manage our resources at the planetary level.  

The recognition that our global resources are not infinite represents a paradigm change in thinking 

όŘƛǎǊǳǇǘƛƻƴΗύΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƪȅΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƳƛǘ ƴƻǿ ƛǎ ǘǊŀƴǎŦƻǊƳŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƳƛǘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘΦ  

 
Planetary Boundaries. Photo credit: Christine Heller del Riego 
 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǘŀƭƪ ŦƻŎǳǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛŦƛŎ ŜǾƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ όάǇƭŀƴŜǘŀǊȅ ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎέύΣ 

the status for the development of global management of these resources (COP 21) and considers 

ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ άǎƛƭƻ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎέ ƛƴ ƧƻǳǊƴŀlism actually prevents us from seeing the forest for the trees when 

it comes to communicating critical societal change to the public at large? 

Katherine Richardson is Chair of the Danish Commission on Climate 

Change Policy which developed the plan for removing fossil fuels from 

the Danish energy and transport sectors. Member of the Danish Council 

on Climate Change and of the UbΩǎ Scientific Panel to draft the Global 

Sustainable Development Report, to be published in 2019. She is also a 

co-leader in the development of the Planetary Boundaries framework 

aiming to identify a safe operating space for humanity in relation to its 

perturbation of the global environment.  

How natural catastrophes occur: lessons from the insurance industry 

Peter Höppe, Munich Re Head of division Geo Risks Research/Corporate Climate Centre 
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From an early point, the reinsurance industry has had a big role in climate research since there is a 

direct interest in being able to assess risks of natural disasters due to climate related changes. 

A long time before politicians had recognised the need for better knowledge on climate change, the 

insurance company Munich Re had set up their own research department, Geo RisksResearch /  

Corporate Climate Centre, to collect and analyse data of natural disasters in relation to climate 

related changes, headed by professor in meteorology, Peter Höppe. Through these private research 

initiatives, the insurance industry has a unique insight in how natural catastrophes occur and thus, 

also suggestions for how to deal with climate changes. 

Peter Höppe joined Munich Re in 2004. Before then he worked in 

different institutes at the Ludwig-Maximilians-University in Munich and 

as a post doc at Yale University (USA). Most of his university career was 

spent at the Institute of Bioclimatology and Applied Meteorology and 

the Institute of Occupational and Environmental Medicine. His 

academic education is in meteorology (Masters and PhD) and human 

biology (PhD). His main areas of research have been effects of 

atmospheric processes and air pollutants on humans and the general 

assessment of environmental risks.  

Changing Climate, Changing Media 

James Painter, Director of the Journalism Fellowship Programme at Reuters Institute for the study of 
Journalism (RISJ).  

 
tǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ wŜǳǘŜǊǎΩ 5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ bŜǿǎ wŜǇƻǊǘΦ Photo credit: Christine Heller del Riego 

 

Reporting on climate change is challenging, but it turns out that new players are an important 

addition to climate change coverage. They reach new segments of the audience with a wide range of 

novel reporting styles, formats, and tone that makes them stand out from more established media. 

Who are they and how do they do it? 
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James Painter first came to the RISJ as the BBC Journalist Fellow in 2006 

and was subsequently a Visiting Fellow at the Institute. During that time, 

he wrote the RISJ Challenge, Counter-Hegemonic News: A Case Study of 

Al-Jazeera English and Telesur.  Since then he has turned his attention to 

the study of climate change in the international media, regularly writing 

on the issue. Author of four RISJ publications: Summoned by Science: 

Reporting Climate Change at Copenhagen and Beyond (2010); Poles 

Apart: the international reporting of climate scepticism (2011); Climate 

Change in the Media: reporting risk and uncertainty (2013); and Disaster Adverted? Television 

Coverage of the 2013/4 IPCC Climate Change Reports (2014).  

Session moderator: Catherine Jex, Science writer specialising in earth sciences and climate change  
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How to report on climate change? 
Wednesday, June 28, 11:00-12:00 Danish Broadcast Concert Hall 
  

 
Report climate change. Photo credit: Christine Heller del Riego 

 

This plenary session tackled important questions related to climate change: Has global climate 

change been communicated clear enough in the media? Is the debate fair? Can we avoid the debate 

being deliberately manipulated by stakeholders with vested interests? Does ignorance and conflicts 

with political ideals cloud the debate? How can we create a better environment for understanding 

the state of the art in climate development and improve the debate on how to react to climate 

change? 

 
Panel debate on climate. Photo credit: Ane Rasmussen 
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Speakers: 

Connie Hedegaard is the Chairman of the KR Foundation. She is a 

Danish politician and public intellectual who was European 

Commissioner for Climate Action from 2010-2014. On behalf of 

Denmark, she hosted the UN Climate Change Conference in 

Copenhagen 2009. She was Danish Minister for Climate and 

Energy from 2007 and had been the Danish Minister for the 

Environment from 2004-2007. 

Prior to becoming a minister, she worked as a journalist at DR, the 

Danish national broadcaster. 

Dominique Leglu is the Editorial director of Sciences et Avenir 

since 2003 and of La Recherche since February 2017. She worked 

with the daily Liberation (1983-2000) in Paris, launched a TV 

program (Archimedes) on franco-german channel Arte and is a 

former president of the association of French science journalists 

AJSPI (1994-1995). Dominique has a PhD is in physics. 

 

 

Matt McGrath is an BBC Environment Correspondent. He edited 

computer magazines for several years before joining BBC Radio 5 

live at its launch in 1994. Following stints as producer and 

reporter, Matt became the station's science specialist in 1997. He 

joined the BBC World Service in 2006 as environment reporter. He 

was a Knight Science Journalism Fellow at the Massachusetts 

Institute of Technology in 2010-11.  

 

 

Bob Ward is the Director of the Grantham Research Institute on 

Climate Change and the Environment, London School of 

Economics and Political Science (LSE). He joined LSE in 2008 from 

wƛǎƪ aŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ {ƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǊ ƻŦ 

computer models for quantifying the risk of catastrophic events, 

where he was Director of Public Policy. 

He worked at the Royal Society, the UK national academy of 

science, for eight years until 2006, where his responsibilities 

included leading the media relations team. 

 

Moderator: Jens Degett, Danish Science Journalists Association and EUSJA 
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Manipulation of science in media 
Thursday, June 29, 9:00-10:30 Danish Broadcast Concert Hall 
  

 
Manipulation. Photo credit: Ane Rasmussen 

 
For democracy to work, the idea of objective facts is paramount. Without it, we have no way of 

settling arguments except by authoritarian means. And indeed, as public confidence in facts and 

science falls, authoritarianism is once again on the rise. What is causing this collapse of public trust 

ƛƴ ŦŀŎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǊƛǎŜ ƻŦ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘŀǊƛŀƴƛǎƳ ŀƴŘ άǇƻǎǘ-ǘǊǳǘƘέ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΚ Lǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀ ²ŀǊ 

on Science, as one of us contends? If so, who is waging it? What is the impact of moving the public 

square onto the private business platforms of social media? What should science journalists do to 

help the public navigate this dangerous new world?  

 
Shawn Otto, Creator of the US Presidential Science Debates. Photo credit: Ane Rasmussen 
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Shawn Otto is an award-winning science advocate, writer, teacher, 
and speaker. He is the cofounder of ScienceDebate.org and the 
producer of the US Presidential Science Debates, for which he 
received the IEEE- ¦{!Ωǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 5ƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘŜŘ tǳōƭƛŎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 
Award. 
 
He was a featured speaker and helped organize the March for 
Science. He has advised science debate efforts in several countries.  
His latest book is the award- winning ¢ƘŜ ²ŀǊ ƻƴ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜΥ ²ƘƻΩǎ 
Waging It, Why It Matters, What We Can Do About It.  

 

 
Michael Galsworthy, Leader of Scientists for EU. Photo credit: Ane Rasmussen 

 
Mike Glasworthy is an independent consultant in research and 
innovation policy and co-founder of Scientists for EU. He worked at 
UCL and the Royal College of Anaesthetists and has an 
ǳƴŘŜǊƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜ ŘŜƎǊŜŜ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ /ŀƳōǊƛŘƎŜ ŀƴŘ tƘ5 ŦǊƻƳ YƛƴƎǎΩ 
College London. 

Iƛǎ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŀ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻŦ ŎŀǎŜ ǎǘǳŘƛŜǎ ƻƴ άƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
ƛƴƴƻǾŀǘƛƻƴέ ōȅ ¦Y ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎ ¦YΦ Iƛǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ 
on UK-EU research relations has been cited in Government and 
House of Lords documents. Mike has been vocal on why the UK 
should stay in the EU for science since 2013. 
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Science journalism in a post-truth world 
Thursday, June 29, 11:00-12:00 Danish Broadcast Concert Hall  
 

 
Volker Stollorz, David Budtz Pedersen and Dominique Leglu. Photo credit: Ane Rasmussen 
 

¢ǊǳǘƘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎƭȅ ŦƭŜȄƛōƭŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘΦ !ǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƘŜ hȄŦƻǊŘ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ 

5ƛŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ ƎŀǾŜΣ ŀǎ ƛǘ ŘŜŎƭŀǊŜŘ άǇƻǎǘ-ǘǊǳǘƘέ ǘƘŜ нлмс ²ƻǊŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Year. 

 
Deborah Cohen, Editor of the BBC Radio Science Unit. Photo credit: Ane Rasmussen 
 

Many scientists and science journalists have grappled with disregard for, or inappropriate use of, 

scientific evidence for years ς especially around controversial issues like the causes of global 

warming, or the benefits of vaccinating children. This situation has helped fuel a growing sense of a 
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post-elite, post-expert world, which is characterised by cherry picking of findings, and online echo 

chambers and filtration of ideas and information. 

The current crisis is a challenge for the whole of society, not only for scientists, experts, and 

policymakers, but also for journalists. There is a growing awareness that information per se is not 

enough to restore trust but needs appropriate analysis and interpretation. 

This panel explores how science journalism can help strengthening an open dialogue between 

science and society. Panel speakers will reflect upon how to create stronger links between scientists, 

communicators and journalists; how science journalism can debunk overhype and draw attention to 

important research findings, and how understanding and appreciation of scientific uncertainty can 

feature more prominent in the media.  

Speakers 

Deborah Cohen has worked in science and health broadcasting for 

over 35 years, producing programmes for BBC Radios 3 and 4 and 

the World Service, and for BBC World News TV. She has been the 

Editor of the Radio Science Unit since 1990 where she is currently 

responsible for programmes such as Inside Science, Health Check, 

The Infinite Monkey Cage and The Life Scientific.  

 

Deborah studied Physics at the University of Durham, and social 

studies in science at the University of Manchester. She was 

awarded an MBE for services to science and the media in 2009 

 

Dominique Leglu is the Editorial Director of Sciences et Avenir 

since 2003 and of La Recherche since February 2017. She worked 

with the daily Liberation (1983-2000) in Paris, launched a TV 

program (Archimedes) on franco-german channel Arte and is a 

former president of the association of French science journalists 

AJSPI (1994-1995). Dominique has a PhD is in physics. 

 

 

 

Volker Stollorz is the Chief editor of the Science Media Center 

Germany. He studied biology and philosophy at the university of 

cologne and is a science journalist/editor. Since 1991 he has been 

involved in the birth of three major science sections in eminent 

national German weekly newspapers, Die Zeit (1992), Die Woche 

(1993-1998) and Frankfurter Allgemeine Sonntagszeitung (since 

2001). He has received numerous awards, such as the prestigious 

Stefan von Holtzbrinck Prize for Science Journalism (2004) and 

ǘƘŜ ά9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎƳ ǇǊƛȊŜέ (2009) from the Association of 

German medical journalists (VDMJ). 



33 
 

David Budtz Pedersen, Aalborg University, Denmark 

His research focuses on science and higher education policy, 

impact assessment, and science based policy. He is a Strategic 

Adviser to the Danish Ministry of Higher Education and Science. 

David has written 75 publications and given 200+ academic talks 
and invited lectures in more than 20 countries. He regularly works 
as a science policy adviser and was the organiser of the INGSA 
ŎƻƴŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ά{ŎƛŜƴŎŜ !ŘǾƛŎŜ ƛƴ 5ŜƴƳŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ bƻǊŘƛŎ /ƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎέ, 
April 2017. 

 

Session organizer: David Budtz Pedersen  

 

2.3 Parallel sessions 

The parallel sessions were scheduled on each day of the conference focused on a specific theme, 

although not all the sessions followed the thematic pattern. The three ECSJ2017 themes were: New 

media, Climate reporting and Responsible reporting.  

New media - Tuesday, June 27 

The media landscape has changed, and it brings challenges and new possibilities. Not only do social 

media create easy access to information they make it possible to invite audiences to take part in the 

reporting, and make them participate much more in debates and decision making than traditional 

media are capable of. 

The first day of the main programme of ECSJ2017 focused on how to get the best out of social media 

and digital reporting, and explored new models for sustainable journalism and communication.  

 

ECSJ2017 parallel session schedule on Tuesday, June 27 

  

Using virtual reality to report ITU - Auditorium 1 

Reinventing Science Journalism in the Age of Disintermediation ITU - Auditorium 2 

Content design for writers ITU - Auditorium 4

Art & Science with Olafur Eliasson ITU - Auditorium 1

Get your science video right (multimedia) ITU - Auditorium 2 

The Confession Session ITU - Auditorium 3

15:30-16:00 Coffee Break ITU - Atrium

How to successfully pitch a science story ITU - Auditorium 1 

Technology changes - the journalist's guide to a new media world ITU - Auditorium 2 

New reality for media: challenge or failure? ITU - Auditorium 3

Bridging the gap between journalism and policy ITU - Auditorium 4

14:15-15:30
Parallel 

Session 2

Parallel 

Session 3
16:00-17:30

13:00-14:10
Parallel 

Session 1
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Using virtual reality to report 
Tuesday, June 27 - 13:00 to 14:10, IT University - Auditorium 1  

  
Virtual reality is a reality. Not only for gamers and as training, but also in the news rooms. It can 

make the viewer feel present at events or get better understanding of the location. Even though not 

mainstream VR has potential be one of the tools for reporting in the future. This session presented 

both big productions and small on-the-go video-clips using VR. 

Speakers:  
Stephen Beckett, BBC Producer and Technologist  
Kasper Man, Khora Virtual Reality 

 
Session organizer: Berit Viuf, Danske Videnskabsjournalister (DV) 

Reinventing Science Journalism in the Age of Disintermediation 
Tuesday, June 27 - 13:00 to 14:10, IT University - Auditorium 2  

 

With regard to evolution, creatures who refuse to learn deserve extinction. What about our own 

ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴΚ 5ƻ ǿŜ ƳŀȅōŜ ΨǊŜŦǳǎŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴΩ ŦǊƻƳ ŘƛƎƛǘƛǎŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǿƻǊƪ ǇǊŀŎǘƛǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ 

business models which are being transformed? Does the post-truth era question the very function of 

ΨƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎΩ ŀǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ƛƴǘŜǊƳŜŘƛŀǊƛŜǎΚ ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ ƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜƴŀōƭŜǎ ƻǊ ǇǊŜǾŜƴǘǎ ǳǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀŘŀǇǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

changing media environments? 

This session introduced ŀ ƴŜǿ ƳƻŘŜƭ ƻŦ ά5ƛǎƛƴǘŜǊƳŜŘƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ {ŎƛŜƴŎŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴέΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘ 

which was originally coined in economics, describes the structural loss of journalists as 

intermediaries in the knowledge-creation and -transfer processes. The research is based on the 

ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ŧǳƭƭ-text content analysis of every science press release published digitally in German 

academia. 

Speaker: Alexander Gerber, Rhine-Waal University of Applied Sciences   

Content design for writers 
Tuesday, June 27 - 13:00 to 14:10, IT University - Auditorium 4  

 

More science journalists, communicators and even scientists themselves are writing online articles. 

This is a great development, but these days writing is only half the job. The other half is content 

design: organizing, structuring, formatting and designing your text and combining it with images to 

create attractive and user-friendly content. Moreover: writers are increasingly forced to do this 

themselves. 

This workshop by The Online Scientist introduced the participants to the basics of content design: 

how to make your text and key message stand out, how to create clear graphs and how to design 

infographics, to be able to transform text into a visually attractive article. 

Speakers:  
Stephan van Duin, The Online Scientist  
Liesbeth Smit, The Online Scientist 
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Art & Science with Olafur Eliasson 
Tuesday, June 27 14:15 to 15:30 IT University - Auditorium 1  
 

Over the past decades, Olafur Eliasson has developed an immensely rich, curious and complex 

artistic practice at the intersection of aesthetics, science and ecology. His large-scale installations 

ŜƳǇƭƻȅ ƭƛƎƘǘΣ ǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ǇƘŜƴƻƳŜƴŀ ǘƻ ƘŜƛƎƘǘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛŜǿŜǊΩǎ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘǳŀƭ 

awareness and to encourage self-reflection.  

In EliassƻƴΩǎ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ά!ǘ ƛǘǎ ōŜǎǘΣ ŀǊǘ ƛǎ ŀƴ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ƛƴ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅΤ ƛǘ ǘǊŀƛƴǎ ƻǳǊ ŎǊƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŎŀǇŀŎƛǘƛŜǎ ŦƻǊ 

perceiving and interpreting the world. Culture can inspire people to move from thinking to doing, 

and it holds the potential to inspire great social ŎƘŀƴƎŜΦέ 

 
Olafur Eliasson and the Little Sun. Photo credit: Ane Rasmussen 
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Together with engineer Frederik Ottesen, Eliasson founded the social business Little Sun in 2012. 

This global project produces and distributes the Little Sun solar lamp for use in off-grid communities 

and spreads awareness about the need to expand access to sustainable energy to all.  

Artist Olafur Eliasson (IS/DK), born 1967, works in a wide range of 

media, including installation, painting, sculpture, photography, and film. 

Since 1997, his solo shows have appeared in major museums around 

the world. 

9ƭƛŀǎǎƻƴΩǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ƛƴ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎǇŀŎŜ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ¢ƘŜ bŜw York City Waterfalls 

in 2008, and Ice Watch, shown in Copenhagen in 2014 and Paris in 2015. 

Established in 1995, his studio today numbers about ninety craftsmen, 

architects, archivists, administrators, and cooks.  

Get your science video right (multimedia) 
Tuesday, June 27 - 14:15 to 15:30, IT University - Auditorium 2  

 
New technology has made it easier and more affordable to pick up video cameras when telling 

science stories. And multimedia platforms give new opportunities to tickle different senses when 

reporting. It can make complex scientific matters much easier to understand, and several studies 

show that young audiences often prefer live pictures to written material. It is almost certain that the 

use of video, infographics and sound to explain research and science will continue to grow. 

This session looked at different aspects of science videos and multimedia ς to create products that 

are appealing and can attract an audience, but also stay true to the complexity of scientific matters 

and controversies. 

Speakers:  
Shamini Bundell, Nature 
Thom Hoffman, Independent film maker 
Peter Hyldgård, Videnskab.dk  

The Confession Session 
Tuesday, June 27 - 14:15 to 15:30, IT University - Auditorium 3  

 
The best way to learn is through your own mistakes and often you may learn valuable lessons form a 

ŎƻƭƭŜŀƎǳŜΩǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΣ ǘƻƻΦ ¢ƘŜ /ƻƴŦŜǎǎƛƻƴ {Ŝǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŀǊŜΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭƭ 

failed and we will fail. Sharing our mistakes with colleagues maximizes the learning process, 

advances professional development and creates a genuine spirit of collegiality.  

The Confession Session is an atypical session where every attendee may become a presenter. Since 

the participants are from all over the world and of different ages, the session creates a bright 

panorama of what can be difficult in the profession as well as provide an intergenerational dialogue. 

Session organizers:  
Ulla Järvi, Finnish Association of Science Editors and Journalists  
Mikko Myllykoski, Finnish Association of Science Editors and Journalists 

 

 
 
 
 



37 
 

How to successfully pitch a science story 
Tuesday, June 27 - 16:00 to 17:30, IT University - Auditorium 1  

 
Science and research policy issues key to the survival of modern societies from the global south, as 

well as much of Europe, still rarely see the light of day in media. A large part of the problem is the 

capacity of local reporters to make successful pitches to international and even local media. In this 

interactive session, a panel of experienced editors will outline key requirements of a good science 

pitch for both online and print media. 

¢Ƙƛǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ άƳǳǎǘ ŘƻΩǎέ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘŜ άƴƻΩǎέ ǿƘŜƴ ǇƛǘŎƘƛƴƎΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

with editors and sources to ensure your story gets published. It will cover both straight science 

reporting and science policy reporting. The participants were presented with a basic theoretical 

background to pitching, as well as hands on experience pitching a story and putting themselves in an 

ŜŘƛǘƻǊΩs seat to decide which pitches are good - and saying why so. This should empower them to be 

able to sell their stories to more and renowned international news outlets.  

Speakers: 
Tom Zeller Jr., Undark 
Mico Tatalovic, New Scientist 
Deborah Cohen, BBC Radio Science Unit 

 
Session organizer: Mico Tatalovic, New Scientist 

Technology changes - the journalist's guide to a new media world 
Tuesday, June 27 - 16:00 to 17:30, IT University - Auditorium 2  

 
Technology has rapidly changed the way journalists work. In some ways, it has become much easier. 

Today we can report directly from an event without heavy and expensive equipment and we can 

harvest relevant information fast. 

New technology offers new tools that journalists and communicators can use. This session presented 

three different types of practical digital tools that can help newsrooms and journalists in their daily 

life. 

Speakers:  
Steve El-Sharawy, EzyInsights 
Vincent Jousse, Voxolab 
Sabine Louët, SciencePOD 

New reality for media: challenge or failure? 
Tuesday, June 27 - 16:00 to 17:30, IT University - Auditorium 3  

 
Electronic media is replacing printed media. This technological revolution has positive and negative 

sides for journalism in general and for science journalism in particular. Printed media is collapsing, 

the jobs for science journalists are being cut, and at the same time, the space of PR enlarges each 

ŘŀȅΦ {ƻŎƛŀƭ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ŀǎ άƴŜǿ ƳŜŘƛŀέΦ ! ǎŀŘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƭƻǎƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ 

journalists and also science journalists. 

The situation is harmful, not just for science journalists and for science, but for society as a whole. Is 

the death of printed media a reality we must accept, and are we facing new challenges that we must 

understand and learn? What can professional science journalists do for the quality of our 

profession? 
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This session offered a panel discussion of science journalists with different experiences in classical 

and new media, also from media that recently failed and gave up journalism.  

Speakers:  
Marina IǳȌǾłǊƻǾł, Vice President EUSJA  
Istvan Palugyai, Freelance Science Journalist 
Anthony King, Freelance Science Journalist 
Robert Frederick, American Scientist 
Senne Starckx, Freelance Science Journalist  

 
Session organizer: Viola Egikova, Russian Association for Science Writers and Journalists  

Bridging the gap between journalism and policy 
Tuesday, June 27 - 16:00 to 17:30, IT University - Auditorium 4  

 
A key tenant of public health is that prevention is better than cure. So where does global health 

journalism fit in? Journalism is by definition reactive, focusing on devastation after it occurs: 

famines, earthquakes, disease outbreaks, etc. But as good journalists know, these global health 

crises do not happen in a vacuum. There is a long lead-up, often of years, due to a paucity of 

infrastructure, poor governance, insufficient health systems funding, or a lack of trained health care 

workers. 

When an outbreak or disaster strikes and a community dissolves into crisis, only then do the TV 

cameras and concerned politicians arrive. This panel explored how journalism can play a role in 

prevention, bringing issues into the view of policymakers and the public before crisis occurs.  

Speakers:  
Anne Poulsen, United Nations World Food Programme  
Vibeke Hjortlund, Videnskab.dk  
Sam Loewenberg, Freelance Science Journalist 
Dara Mohammadi, Freelance Science Journalist 
Natalie Roberts, MSF France  
 

Session organizer: Sam Loewenberg, Freelance Science Journalist 
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Climate reporting - Wednesday, June 28 

Climate change is a complex issue, and the debate is influenced by many stakeholders with vested 

interests and different political ideals. This makes it challenging to do engaging reporting on climate 

science.  

Wednesday was dedicated to the climate debate with networking, creation of transnational 

investigative journalists and the best climate researchers and specialised journalists in the world.  

 
ECSJ2017 parallel session schedule on Wednesday, June 28 

Mobile reporters 
Wednesday, June 28 - 13:00 to 14:10, IT University - Auditorium 2  
 

  
Dino Trescher. Photo credit: Ane Rasmussen 

 
The session focused on the current stage of the co-creation platform by journalists for journalists: 

MobileReporter. As a non-profit network organization, it enables journalists to collaborate and work 

as producers of science-based public information serving a more sustainable society. 

Picturing pandemics: reporting public health issues via documentaries ITU - Auditorium 1 

Mobile reporters ITU - Auditorium 2 

What went wrong in climate change reporting? ITU - Auditorium 1 

Is 'feature' taking over the news? ITU - Auditorium 2 

What do science journalists think about the post-truth era? Survey results ITU - Auditorium 3

15:30-16:00 Coffee Break ITU - Atrium

Philantropic journalism ITU - Auditorium 1 

Where's the science? Challenges of science journalism in Eastern Europe ITU - Auditorium 2 

New digital world - new business models ITU - Auditorium 3

16:00-17:30
Parallel 

Session 6

Parallel 

Session 4
13:00-14:10

14:15-15:30
Parallel 

Session 5
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/ƻǾŜǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇǊŜǎǎƛƴƎ ƛǎǎǳŜǎΣ ǎǳŎƘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ {ǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ DƻŀƭǎΣ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀǘŦƻǊƳ 

contributes to evidence-based public knowledge for reasonable and sustainable behaviour and 

decisions of citizens and decision-makers. 

The panel discussed new organizational pathways for new forms of storytelling, citizen engagement, 

syndication, and funding quality journalism, which will be exemplified by a case study on air 

pollution in Europe. 

Speakers:  
Stefano Valentino, MobileReporter  
Dino Trescher, MobileReporter  

Picturing Pandemics: Reporting Public Health Issues via Documentaries 
Wednesday, June 28 - 13:00 to 14:10, IT University - Auditorium 1  
 

Science documentaries are an effective way to reflect what happens in environments foreign to the 

viewers. This also applies to the scientific communities. In this session part of the documentary 

Unseen Enemies by Janet Tobias was screened. 

Unseen Enemies gives insight into the work of medical professionals, researchers, governments and 
communicators during outbreaks of epidemic diseases. The film opened a panel debate about how 
ǘƻ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ Ǌƛǎƪǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ ǎŜŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘǎΩ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƭƳƳŀƪŜǊǎΩ ǊƻƭŜǎ ƛƴ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
public understand the importance of medical research. Session sponsored by Johnson & Johnson 
 
Speakers:  

Umaru Fofana, FreeMedia Group 
Hanneke Schuitemaker, Janssen Vaccines 
Theresa Pattery, Janssen Diagnostics (JDx)  

The post-truth era? Survey of science journalists 
Wednesday, June 28 - 14:15 to 15:30, IT University - Auditorium 3 
 

 
Mike Young. Photo credit: Ane Rasmussen 
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Some call this era the post-truth era. Public debate is framed by appeals to emotion and the 

ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ ŀǎǎŜǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ΨŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ŦŀŎǘǎΩΣ ǿƘƛƭŜ ŜȄǇŜǊǘƛǎŜ ƛǎ ƛƎƴƻǊŜŘΦ !ǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ 

have been highlighted by the climate change debate and by recent political elections in the US and in 

Britain. At the same time, universities and scientists sensationalise their stories to win publicity, and 

journalists sensationalise their stories to win clicks, undermining the credibility of science, and of 

journalism. 

The results of more than 100 European journalists to a series of questions about their own roles in 

post-truth science journalism, climate change reporting and responsible journalism was presented.  

In the second part of this session, the Danish PhD and PostDoc Association presented the results of 

their annual competition. 

Speaker: Mike Young, Founder Mike Young Academy  

What went wrong in climate change reporting? 
Wednesday, June 28 - 14:15 to 15:30, IT University - Auditorium 1  

 
Climate is changing; not only the physical climate, but also the social and political climate within 

which this issue is discussed. From being an issue that was mostly debated by scientists and between 

scientists and policymakers in the IPCC, the topic has caught the attention of economists, 

businesses, engineers and the public at large. Everyone seems to have an opinion about climate 

change, turning it into a highly contested issue.  

 
At the same time, decision-making about this issue is very slow, especially in relation to the urgency 

that most scientists deem necessary. In this session, we would like to debate the role of science 

journalists in creating this deadlock, and what can be done to break it. Have we been too alarmist, 

for instances by presenting scenarios as (dire) predictions of the effects of climate change on 

ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜǎΣ ōƛƻŘƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΣ ŦƻƻŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻǊ ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜǎΚ hǊ ƘŀǾŜ ǿŜ ōŜŜƴ ǘƻƻ ΨƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘƛŎΩ ƛƴ 

the sense that we tried to balance views without scrutinizing the arguments and facts of either side? 

In this session, participants were challenged to actually choose sides and convince opponents to join 

them.  

The session was structured as a debate in the British House of Commons. Speakers were asked to 

give a short challenging introduction on the theme and the attendees voted for or against the 

statement. 

Speakers:  
Amanda Machin, Zeppelin University, Germany   
Marcel Crok, Freelance Science Journalist 

 
Session organizers:  

Joost van Kasteren, Freelance Science Journalist 
Sanne Deurloo, NEMO Kennislink 

Is 'feature' taking over the news? 
Wednesday, June 28 - 14:15 to 15:30, IT University - Auditorium 2  

 
¢ƘŜ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ άǇƻǎǘ-ŦŀŎǘέ ŎǊƛǎƛǎ ŘƻŜǎ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ōȅǇŀǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜǊ-growing pool of science news 

information. When closely observing the science media landscape on a smaller, regional scale, it 
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looks like a bunch of science media that are having a hard time to survive. However, there are also 

some unexpected and interesting processes going on.  

In South Eastern Europe, it quite unusually seems that time-consuming feature articles are getting 

more attention and there are signs of audience migration from the short science news to feature 

stories that are published on the local science portals and in popular science magazines.  

Is this only regional or is this tendency occurring at the global market level? Could it be an answer to 

the growing PR-driven journalism about science? Is trust in science news undermined by quick and 

ōƻƳōŀǎǘƛŎ ŎƻƴǘŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ άǇƻǎǘ-ǘǊǳǘƘέ ŜǊŀ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘΚ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎŜŘ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜǎ 

as a possible way rebuild trust in science media content amidst a turbulent media economy. 

Speakers:  
Mico Tatalovic, New Scientist  
Nikola Zdravkovic, Center for Promotion of Science (Serbia)  
Wolfgang Chr. Goede, Secretary WFSJ Board  

 
Session organizer: Ivana Horvat, Center for Promotion of Science (Serbia)  

Philanthropic journalism 
Wednesday, June 28 - 16:00 to 17:30, IT University - Auditorium 1  
 

 

Panel discussion. Photo credit: Christine Heller del Riego 
 

Should Europe embrace philanthropic funding of reporting and investigative journalism about 

climate change? 

The business models of traditional print and broadcast media around the world are under pressure 

from the digital revolution and many specialist roles have been victims of cost-cutting, including 

environment reporters. 
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However, a new wave of specialist media organisations has appeared, particularly in the United 

States, which are using philanthropic funding to pursue reporting and investigative journalism on 

environmental issues. But could such a model work in Europe, and if so, what challenges would it 

have to overcome? This session explored the new model from the perspective of new and traditional 

media. 

Speakers:   
Jens Degett, President EUSJA  
Rachel Oldroyd, Bureau  
Mico Tatalovic, New Scientist 
 

Session organizer: Bob Ward, London School of Economics and Political Science 

Where's the science? Challenges of science journalism in Eastern Europe  
Wednesday, June 28 - 16:00 to 17:30, IT University - Auditorium 2  

 
Science reporters in Eastern Europe are facing a specific problem: the scarcity of local science to 

report on. There are few internationally relevant studies being published by scientists in most 

Eastern European countries, which makes it difficult to find original national or local stories. The 

session explored the situation in European Union countries, like Romania or Croatia and in non-EU 

countries, like Serbia and Montenegro.  

Another specific problem in the region is the poor development of science communication. The lack 

of specialized science communicators, the absence of local training opportunities for science 

journalists, as well as poor overall performance of the media have created a very specific and 

sometimes hostile job environment for local science reporters. The context makes science 

journalism a niche where creativity, resourcefulness and perseverance are essential job 

requirements.  

Which are the best ways to find stories for science reporting? How can we make international 

subjects or national stories appealing to a local audience?  

Speakers:  
Aurel F. Marin, Viata Medicala (Romania) - Where (research) policy fails  
Vedrana Simicevic, Novi list (Croatia) - The plagiarism scandals in Croatia  
Slobodan Bubnjevic, Center for the Promotion of Science (Serbia) - Building science 
journalism in Serbia. Science for the masses in the Balkans. Elementi case study  
Maria Bolevich (Montenegro) - Ecological disasters in the Balkans. Retracing the science  

 
Session organizers:  

Alexandra Nistoroiu, Viata Medicala 
Aurel F. Marin, Viata Medicala  

New digital world - new business models 
Wednesday, June 28 - 16:00 to 17:30, IT University - Auditorium 3  

 
The traditional media are struggling finding sustainable business models in a new media world. In 

the meantime, new initiatives are popping up and experimenting with both content, formats and 

costumer services. Three examples of outlets born out of the digital advantages of our time were 

presented: (1) The EuroScientist (France), (2) Blender (Holland) and (3) Subtanze Magazin 

(Germany). 
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The EuroScientist is a participatory magazine, connecting those who are most intimately involved in 

topics related to science, society and policy. What makes EuroScientist novel and different from any 

other online magazine, is its approach combining top-down trend spotting and bottom-up 

contributions from its community of readers.  

Blendle is often referred to as the iTunes for Journalism. With more than a million members of which 

over 20% are paying users, it is one of the first platforms that allow people to pay just for what they 

like, from big titles like The New York Times, The Washington Post and The Economist. They are 

currently exploring new options to serve a truly personalized feed, based on reading habits and 

personal preferences.  

{ǳōǎǘŀƴȊ ǿŀǎ ƭŀǳƴŎƘŜŘ ƛƴ нлмп ŀǎ DŜǊƳŀƴȅΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ-only science magazine that used cutting-

edge visual storytelling to give each piece a unique look and feel and present information in new 

ways. It was named an outstanding example of entrepreneurial spirit in the cultural sector by the 

German government, nominated for the Grimme Online Award and honoured at the Lead Awards 

for Best Independent Web Magazine. After running for half a year, Substanz is currently on hiatus as 

the founders apply their learnings to the development of new business models. 

Speakers:  
Sabine Louët, SciencePOD/EuroScientist 
Rick Pastoor, Blendle 
Georg Dahm, Substanz 

Responsible reporting - Thursday, June 29 

When reporting on science journalists and communicators have different roles. These roles are 

gradually intertwined as more and more science journalists begin to work partly or full time in 

science communication. 

Communication is an increasingly important aspect of research and science and can give scientists 

direct communication channels to the public. Many of the tools, methods and products are the same 

in journalism and communication, but there is still a need for independent and investigative science 

journalism to ensure that we get the nuances to the role of science in society. 

 
ECSJ2017 parallel session schedule on Thursday, June 29 

How to report on and debunk pseudoscience ITU - Auditorium 1 

When science journalism affects science ITU - Auditorium 2 

Empowering freedom of expression ITU - Auditorium 3

Help me do my job ITU - Room 3A-52 

Computational propaganda: The impact of algorithms on public life ITU - Auditorium 1 

Science Communications of Tomorrow ITU - Auditorium 2 

Good or bad guys? Using ethics assessment tools for science reporting ITU - Auditorium 3

The Rise of Bilingual Science Journalism ITU - Auditorium 4

15:30-16:00 Coffee Break ITU - Atrium

5ŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ ŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘǎΣ ƭŀō ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜǎ ς ƛǎ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎΚITU - Auditorium 1 

A toolkit for lively conferences: Waltz and rock with neurons ITU - Auditorium 2 

A new wave of censorship in science journalism ITU - Auditorium 3

Handling the Hype of Biopharma ITU - Auditorium 4

14:15-15:30
Parallel 

Session 8

16:00-17:30
Parallel 

Session 9

Parallel 

Session 7
13:00-14:10
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How to report on and debunk pseudoscience 
Thursday, June 29 - 13:00 to 14:10, IT University - Auditorium 1  

 
Pseudoscience can become dangerous for both science and society when promoted by the media or 

not properly reported on. It mimics aspects of science while essentially denying the scientific 

method, and yet it is also sometimes apparent in academia. The internet and social media are 

continuously exacerbating the problem: they allow for pseudoscience to spread widely across 

countries and create communities that support false beliefs. 

This session looked at different case studies in Europe, trying to understand the specific media 

landscape, cultural, social and political background in which the pseudoscience was spread, and 

present different strategies journalists can employ in tackling the misinformation and improve the 

standard of investigative science reporting. 

Speakers:  
!ƭŜȄŀƴŘǊŀ bƛǎǘƻǊƻƛǳΣ ±ƛŀסŀ aŜŘƛŎŀƭŇ (Romania) - Medical pseudoscience in Eastern Europe 
Brian Deer, Investigative Reporter (UK) - The anti-vaccination scandal: a case study 
Mico Tatalovic, New Scientist (UK) - How to cover the climate change debate in Europe 
Michele Catanzaro, Science Journalist (Spain) - Journalism versus judicial pseudoscience: 
Hearing Voices case study 

 
Session organizer:  

Julianna Photopoulos, Freelance Science Journalist 
Alexandra NistoroiuΣ ±ƛŀסŀ aŜŘƛŎŀƭŇ  

When science journalism affects science 
Thursday, June 29 - 13:00 to 14:10, IT University - Auditorium 2  

 
Did you ever wonder if you actually make a positive difference in the world via your science 

journalism? Well, the answer is yes, but not necessarily in the way you imagined. 

In this session, data and conclusions from a number of international studies were introduced. They 

show that researchers are more likely to cite (and thus build their own science on) academic papers 

that have been publicized in the popular press, making news media an important platform for 

scientists to showcase their work to their peers. 

The studies show that popular coverage of research amplifies the effects of that research on the 

scientific community, giving science journalists and editors a hidden, but important, role as 

gatekeŜǇŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǾŜŜƴŜǊǎ ƻŦ ΨǎŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘ-to-ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘΩ- interaction. A role which is not often talked 

about. 

Session organizer: Line Reeh, Technical University of Denmark (DTU Aqua) 

Empowering freedom of expression 
Thursday, June 29 - 13:00 to 14:10, IT University - Auditorium 3  

 
Populism and hate speech are topical issues eroding freedom of expression, even in countries with a 

good state of democracy. Muzzling of scientists, journalists and writers diminishes the diversity of 

public discourse and steers the disŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ŜŀǎȅΣ άǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŎƻǊǊŜŎǘέ ǘƻǇƛŎǎΦ 

Data will be presented from two online surveys (2015 and 2017) on harassment experienced by 

researchers in Finland.  How does the feedback received by researchers affect their engagement in 
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public debate? Does it induce self-censorship? How can we ensure that there is room for reasonable 

people to disagree? 

Speakers:   
Reetta Kettunen, Committee for Public Information, Finland  
Esa Väliverronen, Professor in Media and Communications, University of Helsinki  

 
Moderator: Satu Lipponen, Director, Communications and Foresight, Cancer Society of Finland  
 
Session organizer: Iina Kohonen, Responsible Slcience Communication and Authorship Project, 
Finland  

Help me do my job 
Thursday, June 29 - 13:00 to 14:10, IT University - Room 3A-52  

  
Science journalists often face the same problems in their daily work life: Too little time to go in 

depth, discrepancy between the editor and the scientist of what will interest the audience, the 

balance of simplifying without dumbing down, accuracy versus sexiness and many other things. 

It can be hard to conduct responsible journalism given the conditions journalists and communicators 

work under today. So, why not learn from each other? 

In this session, participants were asked: What is your best advice to your colleague? In small groups, 

they agreed on a common problem and described it for the audience who was asked to give 

suggestions on how to move on.  

Session organizers:  
Gorm Palmgren, Danske Videnskabsjournalister (DV) 
Berit Viuf, Danske Videnskabsjournalister (DV)  

Computational propaganda: The impact of algorithms on public life 
Thursday, June 29 - 14:15 to 15:30, IT University - Auditorium 1  

 
Political actors are using algorithms and automation in efforts to sway public opinion. In some 

circumstances, the ways coded automation interacts with or affects human users is unforeseeable τ 

even by the software engineers who write such algorithms. In others, individuals and organisations 

work to build software that purposefully targets voters, activists, and political opponents. Politicized 

social bots are one version of potentially malicious automated programs; discriminatory algorithms 

are another. Understanding how technologies like these are used to spread propaganda, engage 

with citizens, and influence political outcomes is an urgent concern. 

Speaker: Phil Howard, Oxford Internet Institute - Latest findings from the Computational Propaganda 

project funded by the European Research Council 

Session organizer: ERC - European Research Council  

Good or bad guys? Using ethics assessment tools for science reporting 
Thursday, June 29 - 14:15 to 15:30, IT University - Auditorium 3  

 
The aim of many articles in science journalism that cover controversial issues is to offer the reader 

enough evidence-based and reasonable arguments to form an informed opinion and address moral 

ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ǊƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƻƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀnalysis of the values, norms and 
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principles that can be threatened by new sciences and technologies are studied and evaluated 

professionally using the tools of ethics assessment. 

The workshop enabled journalists to make use of ethics assessment methodology and tools, 

including the way ethicists, experts and members in ethics committees work on hot topics. The 

workshop focused on the use of ethics for reasonable arguments to address moral questions in 

science, technology and society. 

Session organizers:  
Daniela Ovadia, University of Pavia 
Dino Trescher, MobileReporter 

Science Communications of Tomorrow: A debate between all stakeholders  
Thursday, June 29 - 14:15 to 15:30, IT University - Auditorium 2  
 

 
Panel speakers. Photo credit: Ane Rasmussen 

 
Academia, industry and publicists ς at first sight ς  have different considerations when it comes to 

disseminating scientific results to the public. However, these different stakeholders share an interest 

in preventing fraud and manipulation of data. How can research institutions, companies and 

journalists unite to ensure ethical research and ethical communication. Session sponsored by 

Johnson & Johnson 

Speakers:  
Seema Kumar, Johnson & Johnson  
Allan Flyvbjerg, Steno Diabetes Center Copenhagen 
Sam Loewenberg, Freelance Science Journalist 
Nicolo Dell'Unto, Lund University 
Teddy Landén, Swedish TV journalist 

Moderator: Teddy Landén, Swedish TV journalist 
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The Rise of Bilingual Science Journalism 
Thursday, June 29 - 14:15 to 15:30, IT University - Auditorium 4  

 
In an increasingly diverse and globalized world, science journalists cannot - and should not - reduce 

their work or view to a particular region or even to a particular language. The 21st century is the 

time of the emergence of a new kind of professional: the multicultural and global science journalist, 

someone able to tell stories beyond the boundary of his/her country or culture. 

The future of science journalism is bilingual, multilingual. News organizations such as Scientific 

American, The New York Times and The Wall Street Journal have already perceived this new trend. 

With sections in Spanish, for example, they reach to a broader audience. 

In times of Google and automatic translations, the vast majority of English speaking science 

journalists do not read a language other than English. They don´t cover the scientific breakthrough 

of scientists in Latin America, Asia, Africa, until someone dare to translate it. 

How should non-English speaking science journalists behave within the hegemony of English-

language science and science journalism? 

Speakers:  
Federico Kukso, Freelance Science Journalist   
Núria Jar, Freelance Science Journalist  
Jari Mäkinen, Freelance Science Journalist 
 

Session organizer: Federico Kukso  

Dangerous experiments, lab safety failures ς is coverage meeting the challenges? 
Thursday, June 29 - 16:00 to 17:30, IT University - Auditorium 1  

 
The past few years have shown that biological experiments with disastrous potential are now 

possible ς and actually ongoing. Dangerous mutated viruses, both deadly and transmissible, have 

been engineered repeatedly. Incidents with deadly pathogens (anthrax, flu, even smallpox) in many 

top US laboratories have been revealed. 

But though we journalists like to think of ourselves as watchdogs, we seldom investigate these 

issues. 

This raises questions worth debating. Is, for instance, our natural reluctance to avoid fear mongering 

always appropriate? Are we afraid of losing sources by displeasing them? Are we inclined to accept 

that scientists can regulate themselves - in contrast to other professions? 

Speakers:  
Martin Enserink, Editor for Science  
Simon Wain-Hobson, Institut Pasteur 
Filippa Lentzos, YƛƴƎΩǎ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ [ƻƴŘƻƴ 
Volker Stollorz, German Science Media Center 

Session organizer: Yves Sciama, Freelance Science Journalist  

A toolkit for lively conferences: Waltz and rock with neurons  
Thursday, June 29 - 16:00 to 17:30, IT University - Auditorium 2  

 
Conferences are hubs for exchange of new knowledge. However, many are too monolithic with an 

emphasis on expert lectures and top-down panel communication, erratic data eruptions and 
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information overkill. This session presented: (1) More interactive formats needed for more humane 

ǘƻǳŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀƴǘǎΩ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƛƴƧŜŎǘed more oxygenated blood into public outreach 

acts. (2) Storytelling and sociometrical line-ups, fish bowls and world cafés, open space and inverted 

panels, Pecha Kucha and speed dating, more humour and comedy. (3) How to appreciate audiences 

as valuable resonators, useful pools of collective wisdom and helpful contributors with their own 

expertise.  

Speakers:  
Wolfgang Chr. Goede, Secretary WFSJ Board 
Maren Schüpphaus, dialog:impulse/ScienceDialogue 

A new wave of censorship in science journalism  
Thursday, June 29 - 16:00 to 17:30, IT University - Auditorium 3  

  
Across Europe journalists are exposed to new pressures preventing them to write openly about 

science. In some countries, the authoritarian governments are clamping down on open 

communication with media. In others, media moguls close to politicians and academics in power 

prevent journalists from writing about academic corruption and problems with science and higher 

education policy. And yet in others, interest groups attack journalists for speaking out about private 

interest and industry links to science and media, suppressing open discussion.  

In the research community itself, there are rising instances of scientists refusing to comment on 

their own work presented at conferences or published on pre-print servers for fear of being 

punished by journals they seek to publish their work with. Similarly, big, international science 

projects now increasingly only inform a small, closed circle of friendly media about their big 

discoveries, controlling the message more than ever. 

This session brought together journalists at the forefront of these trends to talk about their recent 

experiences with censorship and how to deal with it. How do we deal with this resurgence of 

censorship across Europe? 

Speakers:  
Kata Karáth, Freelance Science Journalist 
Michele Catanzaro, Freelance Science Journalist  
Mico Tatalovic, New Scientist  
±ŜŘǊŀƴŀ {ƛƳƛőŜǾƛŏ, Novi list (Croatian daily newspaper)  
Maria Bolevich, Freelance Science Journalist  

Session organizer: Mico Tatalovic, New Scientist  

Handling the Hype in Biopharma 
Thursday, June 29 - 16:00 to 17:30, IT University - Auditorium 4  

 
Biotech is an exciting industry to cover, as it promises chances at cures for deadly diseases as well as 

massive financial gains. However, the high stakes for patients and investors necessarily mean that 

the topic is especially vulnerable to irresponsible journalism. How do journalists in biopharma toe 

the line between reporting news and feeding hype? 

Speakers:   
Cormac Sheridan, Freelance Science Journalist  
Lisa Melton, Freelance Science Journalist  
Lisa Urquhart, EP Vantage  

Session organizer: Evelyn Warner, Labiotech.eu  
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3.4 Press briefing programme 

The Press briefing programme was carefully selected from a large number of proposals presented by 

a number of European research institutions and research infrastructure projects. 

 
ECSJ2017 press briefing schedule  

Meet the Scientific Advisors (SAM - European Commission) 
Tuesday, June 27 - 12:30 to 13:30, IT University - Auditorium 3  

 
Presentation of the aim and work of the High-Level Group of Scientific Advisors (SAM) in the 

European Commission 

SAM High Level Group available for interviews after the presentation:  
Janusz Bujnicki (Poland) 
Pearl Dykstra (the Netherlands) 
Elvira Fortunato (Portugal) 
Rolf Heuer (Germany) 
Carina Keskitalo (Sweden) 
Cédric Villani (France) - cancelled 

 

Session organizer: SAM - Scientific Advice Mechanism, European Commission  

²ƘŀǘΩǎ ƴŜǿ ŀǘ /9wbΚ ¢ƻǿŀǊŘǎ IƛƎƘ-Luminosity at the Large Hadron Collider 
Tuesday, June 27 - 13:30 to 14:00, DesignLab  
 

¢ƻ ŜȄǘŜƴŘ ƛǘǎ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊȅ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭΣ /9wbΩǎ [ŀǊƎŜ IŀŘǊƻƴ /ƻƭƭƛŘŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ǳƴŘŜǊƎƻ ŀ ƳŀǎǎƛǾŜ ǳǇƎǊŀŘŜ 

within the next 10 years, to become the High-Luminosity LHC, in order to increase our understanding 

at the energy frontier.  

Luminosity is a parameter indicating the number of particles colliding within a defined amount of 

time. The peak luminosity of the LHC is planned to be increased by a factor of five by 2025. This will 

make it possible for the experiments to record about 10 times more data over the period 2025 to 

2035 than all what will have been accumulated before. 

The High-Luminosity LHC will therefore provide more accurate measurements of fundamental 

particles than today ς including the famous Higgs boson - as well as the possibility of observing rare 

proceǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƻŎŎǳǊ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳŀŎƘƛƴŜΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾƛǘȅ ƭŜǾŜƭΦ CƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǘƘŜ IƛƎƘ-

Luminosity LHC will produce 15 million Higgs bosons per year compared to the 1.2 million in total 

created at the LHC between 2011 and 2012. 

Tuesday, June 27 Wednesday, June 28 Thursday, June 29

12:30-13:30
Meet the Scientific Advisors (SAM) of the 

European Commission 
ITU- Aud. 3

13:00-13:30
The European Commission: an unexpected 

treasure trove of science news
Anti-parasitic drug discovery

13:30-14:00 What's new at CERN? Feed the Fish, the Plants will Grow Antibiotic resistance - What can a scientist do?

14:00-14:30 Misperceptions in Politics, Health, and Science Internet of Toys - the digital lives of under threes

14:30-15:00 Global Hunt for the Black Hole of the Milky WayGetting birth right, getting the world right

15:00-15:30
ESS - enabling unprecedented world leading 

research using neutrons

15:30-16:00
Antimicrobial coatings as weapon against 

infectious diseases
Wearable Robots on the Rise

16:00-16:30 Populist political communication in Europe

16:30-17:00
Multi-modal Imaging solutions empower the 

criminal justice system

Responses to Conspiracy Theories in Media and 

Society
9ƴŀōƭƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ

17:00-17:30
Extremely Brilliant Source - new perspectives 

for X-rays Science

ITU - 

DesignLab
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As the work towards this important upgrade is just starting, this press briefing will present an 

overview of the High-Luminosity LHC, as well as the key challenges and innovative technologies that 

will keep the LHC at the forefront of research for the next 20 years. 

Speaker: Frédérick Bordry, CERN Director for Accelerators and Technology 

Session organizer: CERN  

Misperceptions in Politics, Health, and Science 

Tuesday, June 27 - 14:00 to 14:30, DesignLab  
 

 
Prof. Jason Reifler.  Photo credit: Yifan Liu 

 

What misperceptions do Europeans hold on issues like immigration, vaccines, and climate change? 

Who holds these misperceptions? What demographic and attitudinal variables are correlated with 

holding misperceptions? And ultimately, what can be done to help reduce misperceptions?  

Prof. Jason Reifler and his team seek to better understand the conditions under which citizens learn. 

They hope to transmit the findings back to relevant academic and policy-maker audiences in order to 

aid policy design and communication efforts on important policy issues. 

Speaker: Prof. Jason Reifler, grantee of the European Research Council, University of Exeter 

Session organizer: ERC - European Research Council  
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Global Hunt for the Black Hole of the Milky Way  
Tuesday, June 27 - 14:30 to 15:00  
 

 
Photo credit: Yifan Liu 

 

Astronomers want to record an image of the heart of our galaxy for the first time: a global 

collaboration of radio dishes is to take a detailed look at the black hole which is assumed to be 

located there.  

The main goal of the EU-funded BlackHoleCam project is to make the first ever image of Sagittarius 

!ϝΣ ǘƘŜ ǎǳǇŜǊƳŀǎǎƛǾŜ ōƭŀŎƪ ƘƻƭŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘǊŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ DŀƭŀȄȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ƛƳŀƎŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǊŜǾŜŀƭ ǘƘŜ άǎƘŀŘƻǿέ ƻŦ 

the event horizon. The project aims to measure and understand astrophysical black holes, and test 

ǘƘŜ ŦǳƴŘŀƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ 9ƛƴǎǘŜƛƴΩǎ ǘƘŜƻǊȅ ƻŦ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ wŜƭŀǘƛǾƛǘȅΦ Lƴ !ǇǊƛƭ нлмт ǘƘŜ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴǎ 

using a global telescope network were completed and now the astronomers process the collected 

data.  If all goes according to the plan we may soon have the portrait of the black hole.  

 
Photo credit: Yifan Liu 
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Presenters: 

Prof. Heino Falcke, Radboud University Nijmegen 

Prof. Luciano Rezzolla, Institute of Theoretical Physics, Frankfurt, Germany 

Dr Norbert Wex, Max-Planck-Institute, for Radio Astronomy, Bonn, Germany 

Session organizer: ERC - European Research Council  

ESS - enabling unprecedented world leading research using neutrons 
Tuesday, June 27 - 15:00 to 15:30, DesignLab  

 
The European Spallation Source (ESS) is a multi-ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŀǊȅ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ 

most powerful neutron source. The unique capabilities of this new facility will both greatly exceed 

ŀƴŘ ŎƻƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƴŜǳǘǊƻƴ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ enabling new opportunities for 

researchers across the spectrum of scientific discovery, including life sciences, energy, 

environmental technology, cultural heritage and fundamental physics.  

The research facility is under construction in Lund, Sweden, with a Data Management and Software 

Centre located in Copenhagen, Denmark. ESS will begin its user programme and welcome its first 

researchers in 2023.  

Presenter: John Womersley, ESS Director General 

Session organizer: The European Spallation Source (ESS)  

Antimicrobial coatings as weapon against infectious diseases  
Tuesday, June 27 - 15:30 to 16:00, DesignLab  

 
HealthCare Associated Infections (HAI) are a serious problem to human health, especially now that 

antibiotics are becoming less effective. Although antimicrobial coatings are commercially available, 

ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŦƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅ ƛƴǘƻ ƘŜŀƭǘƘŎŀǊŜ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘǎ yet. In the COST Action AMiCl research 

project, institutes, companies and policymakers from 29 countries joined forces to investigate 

antimicrobial coatings in real life, and to find out whether they can become a potential weapon 

against HAI and Antimicrobial Resistance.  

 
Prof. Francy Crijns. Photo credit: Yifan Liu 
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Presenter: Francy Crijns, Zuyd University of Applied Sciences, The Netherlands 

Session organizer: COST - European Cooperation in Science and Technology  

Populist political communication in Europe 
Tuesday, June 27 - 16:00 to 16:30, DesignLab  

 
In an increasing number of countries, populist leaders, parties and movements have gained 

prominence and influence. Although it is widely assumed that the media and the role of 

communication are key to understanding the rise and success of populist actors, very little research 

has focused on the communicative aspects of populism. We present the first systematic review of 

ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ ǇƻǇǳƭƛǎǘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΦ  

Presenter: Toril Aalberg, Department of Sociology and Political Science, Norwegian University of 

Science and Technology 

Session organizer: COST - European Cooperation in Science and Technology  

Multi -modal imaging solutions empower the criminal justice system 
Tuesday, June 27 - 16:30 to 17:00, DesignLab  
 

ά! ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ŀ ǘƘƻǳǎŀƴŘ ǿƻǊŘǎέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǳƴŘƛǎǇǳǘŀōƭŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜ ǘƻ ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜ ƛƳŀƎƛƴƎ 

solutions (for example crime scene 3D reconstruction and molecular visualisation of questioned 

documents) enabling the forensic evidence to tell a story. For the first time, Academia, Industry and 

Law Enforcement Agencies (LEA) have joined forces to develop platforms with multi-modal imaging 

ŎŀǇŀōƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ [9!Ωǎ ǊŜŀƭ ƴŜŜŘǎ ƛƴ ŀ ƳƻǊŜ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊŜŘ ŦƛƎƘǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊime. 

Presenter: Dr Simona Francese, Sheffield Hallam University, UK 

Contact person: Prof. Nicola Woodroofe 

Session organizer: COST - European Cooperation in Science and Technology  

Extremely Brilliant Source - new perspectives for X-rays Science 
Tuesday, June 27 - 17:00 to 17:30, DesignLab  
 

.ŀŎƪŜŘ ōȅ нн ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊ ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ 9{wCΣ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ {ȅƴŎƘǊƻǘǊƻƴΣ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ƛƴǘŜƴǎŜ ·-

Ǌŀȅ ǎƻǳǊŎŜΦ ¢ƘŜ 9{wC ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ΨǎǳǇŜǊ-ƳƛŎǊƻǎŎƻǇŜΩ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ ƻŦ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ 

its beauty and complexity. Each year, 7 000 scientists from all over the world come at the ESRF to 

conduct experiments in many fields: chemistry, material physics, structural biology and medical 

applications, environmental sciences, information science and nanotechnologies, and archaeology 

and cultural heritage.  

The ESRF has embarked upon an innovative project called EBS ς Extremely Brilliant Source ς όмрлaϵ 

over 2015-2022). By constructing, inside the existing infrastructure, the first of a new generation of 

synchrotron, with performances multiplied by 100, EBS will offer new perspectives for X-rays 

Science.  

Presenter: Dr. Francesco Sette, Director General of ESRF 
Session organizer: ESRF - The European Synchrotron  
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The European Commission: an unexpected treasure trove of science news 
Wednesday, June 28- 13:00 to 13:30, DesignLab  

 
Later this year the European Commission will announce that it will invest 30 billion euro in science 

and innovation in the next three years under Horizon 2020. Whether it is health research, climate 

change, or astrophysics ς every day brings news from the projects funded by the European 

Commission.  

 
Photo credit: Yifan Liu 

 
The Commission also has a research centre of its own, and is a prime source of expertise on science 

for policy and policy for science.  All this is just click (or tap) away. Learn where to look for news from 

Brussels (and beyond), how to make most of EU science and policy databases, and whom to follow 

on social media to be the first to know. 

Presenters: 
Minna Wilkki, Head of Communication, DG Research and Innovation, European Commission 
Marton Hajdu, Team Leader Press and Communication, Joint Research Centre, European 
Commission 
Marcin Monko, Press Adviser, European Research Council 

 
Session organizer: The European Commission - DG Research and Innovation  
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Astonishing aquaponics: feed the fish, the plants will grow 
Wednesday, June 28- 13:30 to 14:00, DesignLab  
 

 
Bens Kotzen. Photo credit: Yifan Liu 

 
²ƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƻ ф ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ΨǿŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ рл҈ ƳƻǊŜ ŦƻƻŘ ōȅ нлрлΩ 

(World Bank). Aquaponics grows both fish and vegetables in the same water system. Feed the fish 

and the plants will flourish, providing sustainable food; feed the fish, they produce toxic ammonia, 

miracle microbe 1 turns ammonia into nitrite (toxic) and then miracle microbe 2 turns this into non-

toxic nitrate fertiliser for plants. 

Presenter: Dr. Benz Kotzen, COST (COST ACTION FA1305) 
Session organizer: COST - European Cooperation in Science and Technology  

Getting birth right, getting the world right 
Wednesday, June 28- 14:30 to 15:00, DesignLab 
 

 
Prof. Soo Downe. Photo credit: Yifan Liu 
 

How we are born affects our well-being for life and across generations. For some women and babies, 

surgery and drugs are essential. For millions of others, there is now global concern about potential 
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long-term harms and costs associated with soaring rates of unnecessary interventions, including 

caesarean sections. We will present new insights and solutions for a critical 21st century problem, 

developed by researchers, policymakers, and activists from 33 countries.  

Presenter:  Prof. Soo Downe, University of Central Lancashire, UK, and Chair, EU COST Action IS1405 

Session organizer: COST - European Cooperation in Science and Technology  

Wearable Robots on the Rise? 
Wednesday, June 28- 15:30 to 16:00, DesignLab  

 
This briefing will present European efforts to create wearable robots with a focus on the important 

economic and societal impacts. Wearable robots can potentially help the aging workforce to 

maintain productivity, help people to stay mobile longer, or to support and rehabilitate different 

patients. At the moment, we are just seeing the beginning of what exoskeleton-type of devices can 

ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ōŜΣ ōǳǘ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ƴŜǿ ǿŜŀǊŀōƭŜ Ǌƻōƻǘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΣ ΨǎƻŦǘΩ ŀƴŘ ΨƘǳƳŀƴ-ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅΩ ƛǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΦ 

Presenter: Jan Veneman, Tecnalia Research and Innovation, Spain 

Session organizer: COST - European Cooperation in Science and Technology  

Responses to Conspiracy Theories in Media and Society 
Wednesday, June 28- 16:30 to 17:00, DesignLab  

 
/ƻƴǎǇƛǊŀŎȅ ǘƘŜƻǊƛŜǎ ό/¢ǎύΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ΨŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ŦŀŎǘǎΩ ŀƴŘ ΨŦŀƪŜ ƴŜǿǎΩΣ Ŏŀƴ Ǉose a serious threat to 

societies across the globe. They have the potential to undermine trust in media, governments and 

institutions, to disrupt democratic processes and to trigger violence against groups and individuals. 

The European COMPACT-network of researchers treats CTs from a multidisciplinary perspective 

(from psychology to history, politics to communication) and develops relevant responses for various 

stakeholders. 

Presenter: Dr. Andreas Önnerfors, University of Gothenburg, Sweden, 

COMPACT Comparative Analysis of Conspiracy Theories (COST-network) 

Anti-parasitic drug discovery 
Thursday, June 29- 13:00 to 13:30, DesignLab 

  
Approaching the end of the second decade of the21st century, Parasitic Diseases remain a threat to 

human and animal health.  Chemotherapy, the most efficient strategy to treat and control these 

diseases, has important limitations and new drugs are urgently needed.  By uniting renowned and 

young scientists from a wide diversity of backgrounds, COST Action 1307 creates the synergistic 

interactions that can change this scenario and lead to efficient anti-parasitic drug discovery. 

Presenter: Ana Tomás, i3S - Instituto de Investigação e Inovação em Saúde, Universidade do Porto 

and ICBAS, Instituto de Ciências Biomédicas Abel Salazar, Porto, Portugal. COST Action CM1307 

Contact: Silvia Alexe, Communications Officer, COST  

Session organizer: COST - European Cooperation in Science and Technology  

Antibiotic resistance - What can a scientist do? 
Thursday, June 29 - 13:30 to 14:00, DesignLab 

  
Penicillin is the biggest medical miracle drug of all time; it fundamentally changed our view of 

bacterial infections, deadly diseases could be cured by taking the drug for a week. But careless 
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overuse of antibiotics has induced widespread antibiotic resistance among pathogenic bacteria. We 

now see infections caused by bacteria, which are resistant to all our antibiotics, these infections 

cannot be treated, and the patients are dying in our hospitals, with a terrible thread of transmission 

to other patients. The number of resistant bacteria is growing year by year, and we are facing a post-

antibiotic era, with no treatment for bacterial infections. The only way to keep our antibiotics is to 

reduce the use. What can a scientist to convince decision-makers, that a new course is necessary? 

Presenter: Dr. Peder Worning, Department of Clinical Microbiology, Hvidovre Hospital, Denmark 

Internet of Toys - the digital lives of under threes 
Thursday, June 29- 14:00 to 14:30, DesignLab  

 
This presentation will share oǳǘŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ /h{¢ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ Ψ¢ƘŜ 5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ [ƛǘŜǊŀŎȅ ŀƴŘ aǳƭǘƛƳƻŘŀƭ 

tǊŀŎǘƛŎŜǎ ƻŦ ¸ƻǳƴƎ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ !Ŏǘƛƻƴ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ оп ŎƻǳƴǘǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŀƳƛƴŜǎ ǘƘŜ 

digital activities of children ages 0-8. The presentation will share insights into topics such as the data 

ǇǊƛǾŀŎȅ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜ ǇƻǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ΨLƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ ƻŦ ¢ƻȅǎΩΣ ǘƘŜ ŘƛƎƛǘŀƭ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘǊŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ 

story apps for young readers.  

Presenter: Dr. Bernadette Dwyer, Dublin City University 

Session organizer: COST - European Cooperation in Science and Technology  

9ƴŀōƭƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ 
Thursday, June 29- 14:30 to 15:00, DesignLab  

 
tŀǊŀǇƘǊŀǎƛƴƎ {ƘŀƪŜǎǇŜŀǊŜΥ άŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀǊŜ ǎǳŎƘ ǎǘǳŦŦ ŀǎ Ǉƭŀȅ ƛǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƻƴέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘǊǳŜ ŦƻǊ ŘƛǎŀōƭŜŘ 

children, who experience play difficulties because of impairments, physical and/or social barriers, 

along with illiteracy of interacting with adults and peers. 

Our multidisciplinary network develops ς for families and professionals ς frameworks, 

methodologies and tools to promote a change in attitudes, more inclusive educational settings, 

ŀŎŎŜǎǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƻȅǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅΩǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘƻ ǇƭŀȅΦ 

tǊŜǎŜƴǘŜǊΥ {ŜǊŜƴŜƭƭŀ .ŜǎƛƻΣ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘŁ ŘŜƭƭŀ ±ŀƭƭŜ ŘΩ!ƻǎǘŀΣ Lǘŀƭȅ 

Session organizer: COST - European Cooperation in Science and Technology  

Press briefing contributors  
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4. Other activities 

4.1 Training sessions 

All ECSJ2017 registrants were invited to participate in the Training sessions for no additional fee. The 

Training sessions took place before and after the three main conference days ς on Monday, June 26 

and Friday, June 30 ς and were hosted by the University of Copenhagen. 

Shooting Star: Easy-to-Read and how to write it 
Monday, June 26 - 9:00 - 11:30, University of Copenhagen, Room 27.0.09, building 27  
 

The session focused on learning to write anew, with a totally fresh science journalism and offered 

practical advice on creating new styles, while sharpening analytical skills. 

All around the world a new movement is rising, has already matured in many countries, and became 

a must in a lot of knowledge areas, like government publications and medicine. It is called Easy-To-

Read, Langue Facil, Lenguaje Ciudadano, Leichte Sprache, Lätt Läst. 

This session spotlighted what is outstanding about Easy-to-Read and Plain Languages. The basic 

skills were demonstrated, trained, and discussed, including pros and cons. The focus was on English 

and Spanish, but examples from German and Swedish were also demonstrated. 

Speakers:  

Hanns-J. Neubert, Freelance Science Journalist  
Ilse Furian, Freelance Science Journalist  

Kaianders Sempler, Freelance Science Journalist  

Elisabet Serra, Freelance Science Journalist  

Session organizer: Hanns J. Neubert 

Hindenburg ς Learn how to make your own sound recordings and editing  
Monday, June 26 - 12:00 to 16:00, University of Copenhagen, Auditorium 23.0.49, building 23  
 

This workshop introduced participants to Hindenburg Journalist PRO - an audio editing tool designed 

for journalists and storytellers. TƘƛǎ άIŀƴŘǎ hƴέ ǿƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ presented the following activities:  

ω Record a short interview  

ω Import the interview into the DAW  

ω Organise the audio material  

ω Edit and clean up audio  

ω Export you work  

Session organizer: Martin Swanholm, Hindenburg  

Welcome to the new world: Essential skills for the digital age 
Monday, June 26 - 12:00 to 16:00, University of Copenhagen, Auditorium 23.0.50, building 23   
 

What does it take to make it as a science journalist in the digital age? In this training session, 

experienced professionals and journalism teachers coached the participants on the modern 

ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴΥ Iƻǿ Řƻ ȅƻǳ ǿǊƛǘŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƘƛƎƘƭȅ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ 

matters? What does it take to produce good audio and video formats? What are the most promising 

formats and channels for digital publishing? What workflows will help you stay afloat? And equally 
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important: What business and self-marketing strategies can help you make a living from your dream 

profession? 

This was an intensive workshop that built upon participants and their engagement.  

Speakers:  

Alexander Gerber, Rhine-Waal University  
Angela Posada-Swafford, Muy Interesante   

Georg Dahm, Fail Better Media              

Jens Degett, EUSJA  

Wolfgang Chr. Goede, WFSJ  

Jari Mäkinen, Freelance Science Journalist 

  

Facilitator & moderator:  Wolfgang Chr. Goede   

Citizen experience as a powerful communication tool: Open Innovation and the role of Living Labs  
Monday, June 26 - 14:00 to 16:00, University of Copenhagen, Room 27.0.09, building 27  
 

The Open Innovation 2.0 model spearheaded by the European Commission introduces conceptual 

changes in how innovation processes should be developed. The notion of an innovation ecosystem, 

and the active participation of the citizens (and all the different actors of the quadruple helix) in 

innovation processes, opens up new channels for scientific communication, where the citizens (and 

all actors) can be naturally reached and facilitate the spread of the scientific message in their 

communities. Unleashing the power of such mechanisms, while maintaining control over the 

scientific communication done through such channels presents an opportunity and a challenge at 

the same time. 

This workshop looked at key concepts that the Open Innovation 2.0 model introduces, and what 

new opportunities for communication they bring about. Specifically, it focused on Living Labs, as a 

key instrument for implementing this innovation model at the regional level, and their potential in 

creating scientific dissemination spaces. 

Speakers:  

Fernando Vilariño, UAB  

Emiliya Hubavenska, DG CONNECT, European Commission  

Lasse Bundgaard, CBS  

Satu Lipponen, Cancer Society of Finland  

 

Session organizer: Alexandra Canet, Computer Vision center 

Hindenburg - masterclass 
Friday, June 30 - 10:00 to 12:00, University of Copenhagen - Room 4A.0.68, building 4A  

In this training session some of the tricks of the audio trade were presented. How to improve the 

overall audio quality of the final product? What can be done to make the story more involving? And 

the following: 

ω Recording practises  

ω Building a story in sound 

ω Publishing  

Session organizer: Nick Dunkerley, Hindenburg 
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Visit Khora Virtual Reality Lab 
Friday, 30 - 10:00 to 12:00 
  

Visit Khora Virtual Reality Lab and try out what 360 filming and virtual reality looks like. 

YƘƻǊŀ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ±ƛǊǘǳŀƭ wŜŀƭƛty store and is a hub for innovators. Khora wishes to test the 

borders for, and develop the potential for VR, while sharing their knowledge. 

Via their educational platform and their VR-lab, it is the goal of Khora to unite the people who has an 

interest in the VR-technology. A technology that is rapidly evolving.  

YƘƻǊŀ ǊŜƭŜŀǎŜŘ 5ŜƴƳŀǊƪΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ±w-game in 2015 and has held over 70 workshops and has been 

spearheading over 50 Virtual Reality/Augmented Reality productions - and has therefore put 

Denmark on the international VR-map. 

4.2 Press tours 

!ƭƭ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊŀƴǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎǎ ǘƻǳǊǎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŦŜŜ ƻŦ нлϵ όолϵ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 

Ŧǳƭƭ Řŀȅ ǘƻǳǊǎύΦ !ƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǳǊǎ ōŜƎŀƴ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ L¢ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅΩǎ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ ƭƻǘΦ  

 
Where to find the bus. Photo credit: Ane Rasmussen 

Zoological Garden  
Monday, June 26, 12:30-16:00 
  

Deputy director Bengt Holst found himself in an unexpected media storm after euthanizing a young 

giraffe. It was dissected in public and fed to the lions. Denmark came on the front page all over the 

world. 
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Medical Museion  
Wednesday, June 28, 13:00-16:00 
 

Historical medical artefacts can be found at the Medical Museion. A combined museum and 

research unit at the University of Copenhagen, with a public exhibition of historical medical 

artefacts. The museum is placed in the former Royal Academy of Surgeons from 1787. The focus of 

aŜŘƛŎŀƭ aǳǎŜƛƻƴΩǎ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜ ƛǎ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΣ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘƛŜǎΣ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ ǎŎƛŜƴŎŜ 

communication and medical museology. 

Niels Bohr Institute - explore the research  
Thursday, June 29 at 13:00 ς 16:00 

  
Auditorium A at NBI. Photo credit: Yifan Liu 
 

The dynamic research at the Niels Bohr Institute spans Astronomy, Geophysics & Climate, 

Nanophysics, Particles Physics, Quantum Physics and Biophysics. From the smallest sub-atomic 

particles to stars and planets, gamma rays and distant galaxies in the universe. Ian Bearden, 

professor MSO in particle physicists, introduced the visitors to the institute during the bus ride. 

After a historic tour of the Niels Bohr Institute, Climate change and ice cores specialist, Dorthe Dahl 

Jensen, Professor at the Center for Ice and Climate, met the journalists along with other researchers 

from the different departments. 

The European Spallation Source (ESS) and MAX IV (Full day tour) 
Friday, June 30 at 9:00 

The European Spallation Source (ESS) is a multi-ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭƛƴŀǊȅ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘȅ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ 

most powerful neutron source, enabling new opportunities for researchers. MAX IV Laboratory is a 

Swedish national laboratory providing scientists with the most brilliant X-rays for research. 
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4.3 Science-Art Exhibits  

During the ECSJ2017, the Atrium and Scrollbar of the IT University presented Science-Art exhibits. 

Triangulation through Science Communication  

The Triangulation through Science Communication project used art to invoke emotions and 

communicate information about climate change. It included 45 variations from the Triangulation 

Series by artist Yolanda del Riego which formed three mosaic panels: Earth, Water, and Chaos.  

 
Prof. Katherine Richardson and artist Yolanda del Riego. Photo credit: CMH 
 

From each of the three mosaic panels, 6 images were chosen to associate to stories written and 

recorded by science journalists and communicator, most of whom participated in the conference, on 

the Effects of Climate Change, Solutions to Climate Change and the Difficulties in Reporting Climate 

Change.  An augmented reality mobile app, Look & Listen pocket guide, developed by the 

experimental documentary magazine The Exposed, tied together the selected images with audio 

recordings of the stories.  

The 18 stories and voices of the journalists who contributed to the project are included in the Annex. 

Pareidolia 

The exhibit Pareidolia took advantage of the unique architectural features of the ITU building to 

ŜȄƘƛōƛǘ ǘƘŜ Ŧƭƻǿ ƻŦ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΩǎ ŀǘƳƻǎǇƘŜǊŜΦ tŀǊŜƛŘƻƭƛŀ ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ 

new faces in the clouds of rain and data that saturate our everyday lives.  

The central work that the exhibition showcased was a provocative new artwork under development 

by Karolina Sobecka, Cloud Services, which proposes to use the atmosphere as an apparatus for data 

storage and transmission by encoding data into the genomes of bacteria that affect the weather. 

Addressing the potential of new computational and biotechnological practices as well as the ethical 

risks of experimenting with life forms and geophysical cycles, the work engages its audience in 

http://www.ecsj2017.com/triangulation-through-science-communication
https://yolandadelriego.com/en/triangulation/
https://yolandadelriego.com/en/triangulation/
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reflections on how we are altering our environments and how we should govern emerging 

technologies in order to use them towards desirable futures.  

 
Clouds. Photo credit: Christine Heller del Riego 
 

The exhibition also included film and video screenings by Ryan S. Jeffery and Boaz Levin, and Hint 

FM. 

Presentation of climate communication through art 
Tuesday, and Wednesday June 27 -28 - from 17:30 to 19:30, IT University ς Scrollbar 
 

 
Triangulation reception. Photo credit: Ane Rasmussen 
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At the end of the afternoon programme Tuesday and Wednesday there was a small reception where 

different themes from the art exhibitions were presented. Participants actively listened to the voices 

of science journalists narrating their stories on climate change. During the Wednesday reception 

there was also online access to Mission 2020 Campaign Calls on G20 Leaders to Raise Ambition for 

Urgent Climate Action from Washington. 

In addition, the Pareidolia project gave a tour of the IT-University showing the different elements of 

the exhibit. 

4.4 ECSJ2017 Party 
Friday, June 29 at 18:30 - Grey Hall of Christiania 
 

The delegates of ECSJ2017 were invited to a Science & Cocktails event: a brilliant evening with 

theoretical physicist Lawrence Krauss, the acclaimed author of A Universe from Nothing, presented 

the greatest story ever told about the universe.  

 
The Grey Hall in Christiania. Photo credit: Yifan Liu 
 

How we are intimately connected to the Universe in ways we might never have imagined. Every 

atom in our body was once inside other stars that exploded so that we could be here today. How did 

the universe begin? How will it end? Why are we here in a big rock called Earth travelling through 

space and time? We may have unexpected connections to life elsewhere in the solar system, and we 

are also directly connected to almost every being that has ever lived on Earth.  

Even the most esoteric developments at the forefront of physics, from the Large Hadron Collider, to 

the discovery of gravitational waves impact on you in ways you might never have anticipated. 

Lawrence Krauss roamed over modern discoveries in science from astronomy to particle physics, and 

from the remotest corners of the Universe to our own backyard. 
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Lawrence Krauss during ECSJ2017 Party. Photo credit: Ane Rasmussen 
 

Video of the ECSJ2017 Closing lecture can be downloaded here: 

http://www.scienceandcocktails.org/2017/CosmicConnections.html 

It was an evening mixed with some of the finest cocktail mixology, light installations and music 

performances by Tromleorkestret and their robotic, fire spitting barrel organ, as well as the funky, 

steamy and surf jazz by the superstars The Orgelheimers.  

 
Science & Cocktails. Photo credit: Ane Rasmussen 
 

At the end of the night participants may have had a new perspective of their place in the cosmos, 

after drinking a smoky Black Hole cocktail, sinking into the Science & Cocktails universe and thinking 

while dancing! 

  

http://www.scienceandcocktails.org/2017/CosmicConnections.html
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4.5 Satellite event  

DV Journalistic Bootcamp for High Schools  
21-22 January 2017 at Ørestad Gymnasium 

 

 

About 50 High School students participated from all over Denmark in this Bootcamp. ECSJ2017 

invited Danish High School students to submit science stories for a national competition. The 

winners Anne Katrine, Kamilla and Katrine Dorn Brodersen were announced at the ECSJ2017 

Opening Ceremony. 

Bootcamp programme  

January 21, 2017 

12:00-12:45  Journalism/Science Journalism (Jens Degett, Berit Viuf DV) 

13:00-13:30  About source criticism (Rasmus Rønberg, DR Detector) 

13:45-14:30  Science online (Ditte Svane-Knudsen, Science.dk) 

14:30-15:00  Coffee break 

15:00-16:00  Group work 

16:00-18:00  Pitch with Lasse Foghsgaard (Politiken) and Ditte Svane-Knudsen (Videnskab.dk) 

18:00-20:00  Diner 

 
January 22, 2017 
Students were divided into 2 groups rotating in workshops for audio/podcast, photo/video and text.  

08:30-10:30  Workshop (Aslak Gottlieb) 

10:30-12:30  Workshop (Jon Rytter/Nick Dunkerley) 

12:30- 13:00  Lunch 

13:00-15:00  Workshop (Jon Rytter /Nick Dunkerley) 

15:00-15:30  Reconvene in plenary for revision of the competition rules. 

5. Social media 
The European Conference for Science Journalists 2017 was a tweeting conference. Social media 

were an integrated part of the ECSJ2017 experience. Key slides, messages from speakers and 

questions from the floor were shared with the outside world, and the hashtag #ECSJ2017 garnered 

thousands of tweets as delegates interacted virtually through their phones and laptops.  

ECSJ2017 was widely shared and debated on social media. Participants used both Twitter, Facebook 

and LinkedIn to engage with the conference themes before, during, and after the conference. During 

the conference the hashtag #ECSJ2017 was one of the highest trending hashtags in Copenhagen. In 

https://twitter.com/search?q=%23ECSJ2017
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total, the tweets from our own ECSJ2017 account had a total reach of 470,000. Our Twitter account 

gained more than 850 followers. The conference website was visited by 20,863 unique visitors from 

157 countries. 

The #ECSJ2017Ωǎ media team compiled a list of speakers and panellists that you can follow now the 

conference is over that can be found in the annex. The list was compiled so that delegates and 

anyone else that is interested can scroll down and opt to follow some of the people and topics that 

interest them. 

6. Conclusion 
The 4th European Conference for Science Journalists was successful in attracting speakers 

representing 39 countries and most stakeholders in the development of European science 

journalism and communication. According to the conference survey the speakers were at a very high 

level and he sessions, the press briefings, the keynote presentations and the panel discussion were 

all rated high by the participants. 

Key European institutions, such as the EU-SAM Committee, the JRC Centres, European Research 

Council, and major facilities such as CERN, ESS, Max VI and COST participated with key decision 

makers and communication staff. 

The conference had very high-level debates and presented the latest media development with a 

dominance of social media as news source among young people and a declining influence of 

traditional print and electronic media. The crisis in journalism, fake news and the development of 

social media was described well. 

There is a need for more entrepreneurial ideas and input from public service media which could play 

a major role in keeping up public interest in science and trust in knowledge based institutions. There 

is an increasing tendency to politicise and manipulate science and the way science is portrayed and 

discussed in the public space. From climate change to Brexit and vaccines there is a declining trust in 

scientific evidence based institutions 

It was important to have this debate at a European level with input from the rest of the world. Many 

of the debates continued to be discussed at the World Conference of Science Journalism in San 

Francisco. With a better documentation of the problem of mistrust in science institutions and 

increasing anti-science advocacy in the European population there may be solutions at hand and 

political support for backing it up. 

In this way, ECSJ2017 contributed to the future role of science journalism and science in the media 

to bring forward science and innovation in Europe. 

The European Union of Science Journalists Associations and the Danske Videnskabsjournalister thank 

all delegates, speakers, session organisers, exhibitors, media delegates, sponsors, supporting 

institutions, press briefing contributors and media partners for their enormous engagement in 

making ECSJ2017 a success. 

The 5th European Conference for Science Journalists will take place in Toulouse on July 8, 2018 and 

will be organised in connection with the EuroScience Open Forum 2018. 

https://twitter.com/search?q=%23ECSJ2017
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7.  Annex 

7.1 Triangulation stories 

The 18 stories were written by science journalists, science communicators and students who 

contributed to the Triangulation through Science Communication project. The stories were 

associated with a Triangulation image from the Triangulation Series ς a collection of digital images 

created by Yolanda del Riego.  

The titles are right-clickable, allowing you to listen to the voices of the science journalists.  

 
Detail of the triangulation mosaic panel. Photo credit: CMH 
 

https://yolandadelriego.com/en/triangulation/
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Stories about the Effects of Climate Change  

 
Coral Bleaching in the Great Barrier Reef, by Axel Pfleger 

{ƻƳŜ ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀƎƻΣ L ǿŜƴǘ ǳǇ ŘƛǾƛƴƎ ōȅ ά[ƛȊŀǊŘ LǎƭŀƴŘέΣ ŀ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ŘƛǾŜǊ ǘƻƭŘ 

me back on the boat. One year ago, I was on a one-week diving trip with 

my brother and father at the Great Barrier Reef off the coast of 

Australia. He told us how colourless the reef was up further North, how 

bad it smelled at the surface due to all the dead corals and animals. He 

said it was because the water was too warm. On the next dive, I tried to 

see if any of what he had told us could be observed at the reef we were 

exploring, which was next to the city Cairns. Lucky for us, this area was 

still a colourful paradise of wonders, a completely different world.  

However, some spots I believed to be somewhat pale compared to others consisting of same coral. 

These also lacked fish and other animals. As it turns out, more than 90% of the Great Barrier Reef 

had already been touched by the phenomenon known as coral bleaching.  

Corals have a symbiotic relationship with algae, a relationship in which one side gives important 

nutrients or other services to the other side and vice versa. When water temperatures are too 

high, e.g. now, do to climate change, algae produce toxic compounds which are not accepted by the 

ŎƻǊŀƭΦ ¢ƘǳǎΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǊŀƭ ΨǎǇƛǘǎΩ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀƭƎŀŜ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ƴǳǘǊƛŜƴǘǎ ƛǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘǊƛǾŜ ƻƴΦ Now I 

also understood why other animals too had died. It was because many animals rely on these corals 

for shelter and feeding. 

To look at it from an even wider perspective, humans need this ecosystem as well and this 

ecosystem has impacts on other marine systems. A chain of catastrophes.  I hoped that all the outcry 

about this problem would mobilise people to take action, on public level as well as on a legislative 

one so people in the future can still experience the beauty of the Great Barrier Reef. But a couple of 

weeks ago I heard the news that it might be too late now to stop this at ŀƭƭΧ   

Axel Pfleger is a 21-year-old Science Communication student at the 

Rhine-Waal University of Applied Sciences. His international background 

starts at his birth place in Mexico City as a half Mexican, half German 

child, and continues in living in various parts of the world, such as the 

USA. Axel has now been living in Germany for eleven years but continues 

to travel whenever the chance arises. He has produced multiple films, of 

which one is an adventure documentary that has aired on regional TV.  

 

  

http://www.ecsj2017.com/triangulation-56
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Food Production Effected by Climate Change, by Yannik Raupp 

The effects of climate change have been discussed numerous times, 

mainly with a focus on the ozone layer, the melting ice caps and the 

resulting changes in weather and water levels. Often this is where the 

discussion stops. This means, any other effects are easily forgotten, 

even if they may have huge impacts for years to come. 

Food production needs to keep up with the constant growth of the 

world population, but studies show that this will get 

increasingly difficult.  

 

The land used to grow rice, wheat and maize has been shown to be easily affected by climate 

change. This will affect the farmers capability of producing those crops and therefore their price. 

Farmers are not the only one suffering due to climate change though. Fisheries will also experience 

major financial impacts and a decrease in catches. But maybe these food related problems have a 

food related solution. 

A new study by researchers from the University of California - Santa Barbara shows that a slight 

change of your diet would not only have a positive effect on your own health, but also the health 

care system and the corresponding greenhouse gas emissions. 

The study gradually replaced the intake of red and processed meats with an increased intake of 

fruits and vegetables. While doing so the intake of added sugar, dairy, eggs, fish or non-red meat 

was not reduced. The study showed that these diet tweaks not only reduced health risks, but also 

health care costs and emitted greenhouse gas per person. 

Yannik Raupp is a 21-year-old Science Communication student at the 

Rhine-Waal University of Applied Sciences in his hometown Kleve. He 

started his studies in Industrial Engineering in 2014, switching to Science 

Communication and Bionics in 2015. Yannik will finish his studies at the 

end of 2019. He currently resides in Kleve, North Rhine 

Westphalia, Germany. 

 

Forest Wildfires in the Mediterranean Countries, by Xuksa Kramcsak Muñoz 

Climate change and forest revegetation influence the growing number 

of forest fires. Our forests are being burned more frequently and the 

ecological damage they cause are: loss of biodiversity, destruction of 

forest area, erosion, destruction of ecosystems and increase of 

CO2 emissions. The fact that they are becoming larger ς350 million 

hectares burn annually according to FAOς and more frequent increases 

the vulnerability of citizens living at the interface of urban-forest areas. 

¢ƘŜ ǇŜǊŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ Ǌƛǎƪ ŀƴŘ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΩ ǊŜǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ŦƛǊŜǎ ŀǊŜ Ǿƛǘŀƭ 

during an emergency. It determines their thinking and action, which 

can be key in these situations. Risk management strategies reduce the 

http://www.ecsj2017.com/triangulation-69
http://www.ecsj2017.com/triangulation-39
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vulnerability of society by guiding their response to an emergency. It also determines public support 

for forest management policies and actions that fire prevention and management services carry out. 

The level of risk communication and social communication tools being promoted in the 

Mediterranean countries, seek to place communication at the same level of priority as other forest 

fire management tools. The goal is to promote and increase the sensitization of citizens, and their 

participation in the culture of risk with updated knowledge and best practices. 

These practices improve through sharing experiences and lessons learned. Social awareness and 

participation in the risk culture will increase individual capacity to prevent these emergencies. It is 

important to accept and include the target public as an ally, and to be informed, involved, 

interested, reflective and predisposed to cooperate. 

Xuksa Kramcsak Muñoz is a science communicator with undergraduate 

training in journalism and communication at the Universidad de Concepción 

in Chile, and a postgraduate degree in strategic communication in the same 

city. She is currently studying a PhD degree in Social Communication at the 

Pompeu Fabra University, with specialization in the area of scientific 

communication, and received a scholarship of the Carolina 

Foundation Spain. 

 

India: Highly Vulnerable to Climate Change, by Padma TV 

India is highly vulnerable to climate change due to its hugely varied 

socio-economic profile; topography ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ 

highest glaciated peaks and a long coastline; and climate that ranges 

from the cold temperate to hot tropical. 

As an emerging economy, India is attracting considerable global 

attention on two climate change fronts ς mitigation and adaption. With 

almost a third of its 1.2 billion people still without access to electricity, 

the country needs to address its growing energy demands in the 

context of greenhouse gas emissions. It also needs to step up its food 

production to feed a growing population, against shrinking 

water resources. 

The country is among the highly vulnerable group to the impacts of global warming. Nearly two-

thirds of its agriculture ς the main stay of its economy ς depends on the monsoon. Indian scientists 

are increasingly reporting increasingly erratic monsoon rains, with more frequent and intense 

extreme events such as drought, cyclones and floods. Minimum temperatures are changing across 

India, far above changes attributed to natural climate variability. 

The latest research projections from India do not augur well. While research projections on impact 

of global warming on extreme events may differ in detail, all concur on some aspects. The variability 

of climate over the Indian region will increase. Extreme rainfall events are likely to increase, which 

are already being witnessed in the past few years. And severe heat waves are likely to increase, 

which means more severe droughts and crop losses. 
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India is already beginning experience these climate shifts. The current natural disasters and future 

projections point to what the future could be for India if it does not initiate appropriate mitigation 

measures and manage its water sources right in the era of global warming. 

Padma TV is a freelance science journalist based in India and writes for 

Nature, Nature India, New Scientist, Physics World, The Wire and India 

Climate Dialogue. In 2017Σ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛȄǘƘ άWƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎǘ ƛƴ wŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜέ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 

Heidelberg Institute for Theoretical Studies.  

She started as a science correǎǇƻƴŘŜƴǘ ŀǘ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ƴŜǿǎ ǿƛǊŜ ŀƎŜƴŎȅ 

Press Trust of India (PTI). She later worked on development communication 

projects at Panos Institute South Asia. From 2004 on, she served for 10 years 

as the first South Asia regional head of SciDev.Net. 

Seeking A New Home for Mr. de Lesseps, by Ahmed Safwat Ibrahim Abdelazim 

hƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǊŜ ƻŦ tƻǊǘ {ŀƛŘΣ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ Ŝŀǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ bƛƭŜΩǎ ŘŜƭǘŀΣ ǎǘŀƴŘǎ ǘƘŜ 

remains of Ferdinand de Lesseps statue, the French man who built Suez 

Canal, as a symbol for the relationship between the Delta and the rest 

of the world, considering that the canal is the eastern boundary for this 

rich triangle. 

According to Jean-Daniel Stanley, senior scientist emeritus at the 

SmiǘƘǎƻƴƛŀƴ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ aǳǎŜǳƳ ƻŦ bŀǘǳǊŀƭ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀŘ 

author of the study in the Journal of Coastal Research, the Delta could 

be submerged in 130 years, and 30% of it could disappear in the 

next 15 years, because of the rising level of Mediterranean sea. 

This study shows that an area considered as the source of 60% of the Egyptian food supply and 

populated with half of the total Egyptian population, is liable to disappear, which will lead to an 

economical disaster. 

The Nile delta is located in the north of Egypt, where the river branching into 2 small revers and 

empties the water in the Mediterranean. The sea level at this area reaches to 1 meter above the sea 

level, that means a tiny rise in the sea level will flood over parts of one of most densely populated 

areas on earth. 

What makes us more pessimistic, another factor accelerating the disappearing of Delta. A study 

Earth magazine published showed that the subsidence rates there are four times greater than the 

rate of sea-level rise. 

Unfortunately, the battel of global warming taking steps backwards, most recently Mr. Trump, the 

president of USA pulled out his country from Paris climate change deal. Letting us with a mandatory 

responsibility to protect the food supply of entire countries. 
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Ahmed Safwat studied medicine in Assiut University. Started working as 

a journalist in 2012. In the same year, he started working in Al Jazeera 

documentary tv channel. Started writing articles in 2013. He wrote for 

many newspapers in Egypt and the middle east. Has been chosen by 

Mostafa יAlhosseiny Prize organization in the short list for the 

best 10 articles writers under 35 ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ŜŀǎǘΦ tǊŜǎŜƴǘƭȅΣ ƘŜΩǎ 

working for Al Araby tv channel and studying Science Communication in 

Hochschule-Rhein-Waal University of Applied Science. 

Severe and Persistent Droughts in Europe, by Milica Momcilovic 

By the end of this century, droughts in Europe are expected to be more 

frequent and intense due to climate change and increased water use, 

according to a new study. By 2100Σ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ ŜƴǘƛǊŜ aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴ 

seaboard will be confronted annually with extreme droughts, coastal 

floods or heatwaves, said the study, published in the journal Climatic 

Changes. Some hotspots will be hit every year by two or more such 

formerly one-in-hundred-year hazards, which also include wildfires, 

river floods and windstorms, the researchers found. 

The cost of drought over the past three decades has amounted to 

over 100 billion euros. In study, the researchers wanted to find out if 

and where in Europe increasing temperatures and intensive water consumption could make future 

droughts more severe and long-lasting. 

¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ŎƭƛƳŀǘŜ ƳƻŘŜƭǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǎǎǳƳŜ 9ŀǊǘƘΩs surface temperatures will rise 

by about two degrees Celsius above the pre-Industrial Era benchmark by mid-century. This is roughly 

half-way between the most optimistic and most pessimistic scenarios for how quickly humanity will 

be able to curb the greenƘƻǳǎŜ ƎŀǎŜǎ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŘŀƴƎŜǊƻǳǎ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ǿŀǊƳƛƴƎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ 

climate pact forged in Paris and signed by more than 170countries calls for capping temperatures at 

άǿŜƭƭ ōŜƭƻǿ 2 /έΦ .ǳǘ ǎŎƛŜƴǘƛǎǘǎ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǘ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǊŀǘŜǎ ƻŦ Ŧƻǎǎƛƭ ŦǳŜƭ ŎƻƴǎǳƳǇǘƛƻƴ, Earth may be on 

track for an increase of 4 C, or higher. 

Milica Momcilovic is science journalist, TV author and anchor at the Radio 

Television Serbia which promotes national public purposes. She holds the 

position of editor in Science Program and writes science articles for Politika, 

the oldest daily newspaper in Serbia. As a journalist in TV and print media, 

she has developed a special interest in establishing partnerships with 

scientists and their institutes as one of the models for successful reporting 

on science and mutual capacity building. 
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Stories on Solutions to Climate Change 

Can Journalists Help Mitigate Climate Change?, by Vijay Shankar Balakrishnan 

Brexit and Trump. These are the two new buzzwords that ring around 

the world. How would the exit of Britain and incumbency of Donald 

Trump as the US president affect meeting the targets that world 

ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǇƭŜŘƎŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΚ ¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ 

clear-cut answer.  CŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ .ǊŜȄƛǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŘŜǊŀƛƭ 9¦Ωǎ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘ ǘƻ 

mitigate climate change and reduce greenhouse gas emissions exist. 

Trump has stirred up fears that the US might back out of the Paris 

climate change agreement. Germany and China urge the US to remain. 

How are we to convince the public and the politicians involved in this 

debate?  Scientific records show that climate change is wreaking 

havoc. Not only through changing weather patterns or melting glaciers, but also by spreading global 

environmental health problems. The public seems to be sceptical of not only the politicians but also 

of scientists and climate change data. 

To be optimistic, it is high time for journalists to report on climate change responsibly with facts, not 

just opinions, while considering the matrix of cultural, religious, social and political values of 

our audience. 

Social media and new journalism practices such as citizen journalism might help here. There are both 

good and bad of reporting on complex issues based on fears and sentiments, if not alternative facts 

or fake news. As journalists, we have to make the best use of the new media and get to the bottom 

of singleton stories related to climate change. 

hƴŜ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭǎƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΦ ! ǊŜŎŜƴǘ ǘǊŜƴŘ ƛƴ ƧƻǳǊƴŀƭƛǎƳ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƳƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŀŘŜǊǎΩ comments 

under news or feature articles on a particular subject. Readers indeed come up with sensible 

questions and these serve as a starting point to research and report stories on. Several outlets 

including the BBC have already started doing this. 

Will this all help mitigate climate change within our time? Perhaps not! But this could be a starting 

point for a greater change, where journalists can actively contribute. Forget Brexit. Forget Trump. 

LǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ƴƻǿΦ Is ƻǳǊ ƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ŎƭŜŀǊΚ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎ 

the most! 

Vijay Shankar Balakrishnan is an academic-turned-journalist, writer, and 

podcaster. He is a devourer and writer of all things health, science, 

technology, and environment that have something to do with life and 

ethical maintenance of it. When not reading and writing, you will find 

him cooking, hiking, singing, watching movies or doing yoga - all with his 

biochemist wife. 
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Democratic Deficit, by Joost Van Kasteren 

Good independent reporting on contested issues like climate change is 

important for more than the obvious reasons. Research has shown that 

it is not so much a lack of knowledge (deficit model) that make people 

(and hence politicians) wary about climate change and its possible 

consequences. More likely it has to do with the fact that people feel left 

out of decisions based on science that will have enormous 

consequences for their way of life and that of their children 

and grandchildren.  

Science journalists play an important role in making good this 

democratic deficit by providing people and policy makers with the information to call science and 

technology to account.  

Involving people and policy makers in the scientific process with all its pitfalls and misconceptions, 

ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ƛǘǎ ǳƴŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǘǎ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƳŜŘƛŎƛƴŜ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ŀƭǘŜǊƴŀǘƛǾŜ ΨŦŀŎǘǎΩ 

and prejudices. 

Joost van Kasteren studied molecular science and communication at 

Wageningen Agricultural University and works as a freelance science 

writer for Dutch national newspapers and national and international 

popular science magazines and contributed chapters to books about 

ecomodernism, globalization and environmental policies, sustainable 

housing, bioprocess technology and the EU Common Agricultural Policy. 

He wrote books on technology for sustainable development and the 

history of drinking water supply. He is also chief editor of Vork (Fork), a 

quarterly magazine on agriculture and food. 

Measuring Greenhouse Gases, by Therese Ekstrand Amaya 

There are several questions surrounding the powerful greenhouse gas 

methane. Its rapid but irregular increase in the atmosphere has puzzled 

researchers and there is a high degree of uncertainty about the sources 

and sinks of methane in the landscape. A recently developed camera 

can help to address these issues. The utility of the camera to both 

photograph and film methane has been demonstrated in a study 

published in Nature Climate Change. 

The advanced hyperspectral infrared device weighs 30 kilos and 

measures 50 x 45 x 25 centimetres. It can be used to measure emissions 

from many environments including sewage sludge deposits, combustion processes, animal 

husbandry and lakes. For each pixel in the image the camera records a high-resolution spectrum, 

which makes it possible to quantify the methane separately from the other gases. 

 ά{ƻ ŦŀǊ, ǘƘŜ ŎŀƳŜǊŀ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǳǎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǿ ǿŜΩǊŜ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƛǘ ŀƛǊōƻǊƴŜ for 

more large-ǎŎŀƭŜ ƳŜǘƘŀƴŜ ƳŀǇǇƛƴƎΣέ ǎŀȅǎ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊ 5ŀǾƛŘ .ŀǎǘǾƛƪŜƴ ŀǘ [ƛƴƪǀǇƛƴƎ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 

in Sweden. 
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